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1. Reminders of Him  — Colleen Hoover 
2. The Maid  — Nita Prose  
3. It Ends With Us  — Colleen Hoover 
4. The Love Hypothesis  — Ali Hazelwood
5. Finding Ashley  — Danielle Steel 
6. Five Little Indians  — Michelle Good  
7. The Midnight Library  — Matt Haig 
8. Greenwich Park  — Katherine Faulkner
9. Something to Hide  — Elizabeth George
10.  Violeta  — Isabel Allende, Frances Riddle

1. Atlas of the Heart — Brené Brown 
2. The Betrayal of Anne Frank
    — Rosemary Sullivan
3. The Body Keeps the Score
    — Bessel Van Der Kolk M.D. 
4. How to be Perfect — Michael Schur 
5. Braiding Sweetgrass — Robin Wall Kimmerer 
6. Principles for Dealing with the Changing
    World Order — Ray Dalio 
7. Finding the Mother Tree — Suzanne Simard 
8. 12 Rules for Life — Jordan B. Peterson   
9. Will — Will Smith   
10. Life in the City of Dirty Water — Clayton Thomas-Muller

Here are the Top 10 hardcover  ction and non- ction books
compiled by The Globe and Mail.

FICTION

BESTSELLERS
The Globe and Mail

NON-FICTION

Aries March 21/April 20
Aries, you may be feeling romantic lately, 
but there will be little time to act upon it. 
Bide your time for a week or two until you 
can spend time with a special someone.

Taurus April 21/May 21
Taurus, craft an eclectic guest list for an 
upcoming party you’re hosting. The more 
points of view you can hear, the more 
engaging the event will be.

Gemini May 22/June 21
A loved one needs you and you’re the right 
person for the job. Find a way you can lend 
a hand. Your efforts won’t go unnoticed 
and pitching in will prove its own reward.          

Cancer June 22/July 22
Cancer, you may need to tighten the purse 
strings in the days ahead. Limit purchases 
only to the necessities for the next few 
weeks until you feel more secure.

Leo July 23/August 23
Bring people together is your specialty. Put 
your talents to use and encourage friends 
and family to get together for some fun. 
The party will be welcomed by all.

Virgo Aug 24/Sept 22
Someone in your life could be at a 
crossroads. Lend an open ear if they need 
to talk. Your support will be well-received 
and recriprocated when the time comes.

Libra Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, your talents will be in high demand 
in the days and weeks ahead. Take things 
one task at a time and embrace the 
responsibility and trust.

Scorpio Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, you usually are outgoing, but this 
week you may feel shy and reserved. Stick 
closer to home if you’re not feeling the 
social scene right now.

Sagittarius Nov 23/Dec 21
Now is the time to spread good cheer. 
Let others know how much you care and 
encourage them to do the same. This will 
have a positive effect on everyone’s mood.

Capricorn Dec 22/Jan 20
Activities that have you working in a group 
go as planned, Capricorn. Your willingness 
to work with others and set a good 
example is highly valued.

Aquarius Jan 21/Feb 18
A brief separation from someone special 
in your life has you feeling melancholy. 
Surround yourself with friends to brighten 
your mood as much as possible.

Pisces Feb 19/March 20
Treat yourself to a meal at a favorite 
restaurant or go on a little retail therapy 
spree. You deserve a little pampering.

HOROSCOPES

SEEKING ANSWERS 
to very important questions

Councillor Judson Facebook post January 21, 2022 at 12:37; “In a democratic 
system, the accountability of elected offi cials must be maintained in public view.” 

I have asked the following questions in several different ways, over an extended period 
of both Councillor McTaggart and Councillor Judson. They have not answered these 
questions. I believe the best and likely the only path available for our community to move 
forward and restore the economic future of Fort Frances is to understand how and why 
our community has witnessed the destruction of its industrial tax base. I also acknowledge 
Councillor Judson and Councillor McTaggart have through various Facebook posts, the 
November 8/21 Memo to Mayor and Council, and the November 8/21 motion called by 
Judson/McTaggart maintained the Town’s advisors and consultants have been completely 
forthcoming with all the information related to the mill/wood rights issue and the licencing 
of Boundary Waters Forest Management Corporation; and that Councillors McTaggart and 
Judson were the select members of Council that participated in a working group engaged 
with these issues.

1.) On February 25, 2019 Council passed a Resolution that expressed Councils concern 
that the disposition process of the Fort Frances mill, at that point, would result in the 
demolition of the mill and by default Resolute would retain the rights and access to 
the Crossroute fi bre. To support this motion a copy of the Crossroute Sustainable 
Forest Licence was included in the Agenda package of this meeting that has an expiry 
date of March 2022. In fact, the Crossroute Sustainable Forest Licence was extended 
by the December 13, 2017 Order of Council published December 29, 2017 and applied 
to the Licence February 27, 2018 for an additional 10 years to March 2032. Why was this 
fact not disclosed to Council? This is directly related to Councils’ expressed concern.

2.) Councillor McTaggart’s February 8, 2021 email printed below stated that Resolute 
surrendered the Crossroute Forest Licence and at the exact same time the Boundary 
Waters Forest Management Corp.’s eSFL was put in place. Two years after the February 
25, 2019 Resolution by Council, 3 years after the Order that extended the Crossroute 
Licence to 2032 Councillor McTaggart indicates Resolute surrendered this Licence. 
Why? The last amendment to the Crossroute Licence is dated September 10, 2020. This 
amendment was the last step of corporate MNRF ensuring the Minister’s stipulation 
that the wood allocated to Resolute would not change with the Licencing of the new 
Boundary Waters Forest Management Unit. 

From: John McTaggart [mailto:jmctaggart@fortfrances.ca]
Sent: February-08-212:42 PM
To: Tichbornes <admin@tichbornes.com>
Subject: Re: [External] Boundary Waters Forest SFL Document

Hi David,
 I think that I understand your argument but the Crossroute forest licence and 

the Sapawe forest license were both surrendered by Resolute and a tribal group, 
respectively, and at the exact same time the BWFM eSFL was put in place.

 I also believe that the town has done all it can to prevent what has happened. 
There has been a lot of money spent and time and effort put into this fi le. The 
buildings are privately owned and they want to remove them and there is 
nothing in the municipal act that’s prevents them from doing just that.

 I applaud your efforts and enthusiasm but I don’t know what else I can do to 
help you advance your efforts.

 I have other information that was gained from in camera meetings that you 
know I can not speak about but trust me we have worked hard not to end up 
where we are but here we are.

 Maybe there is someone else on council smarter than me can help you.

 Thanks
 John 

3.) June14 2021 I presented to Council the differences between the Big Pic Forest Audit 
completed by Arbex to the Audit Report Mayor Caul received from Boundary Waters 
Forest Management Corp. The report from Boundary Waters Forest Management 
Corp. was signifi cantly inferior in terms of Footnotes and general integrity of the 
report to the legitimate Arbex report I had downloaded from the MNRF site. In fact, 
like Gowling’s, I had discovered the 2017 Crossroute Independent Forest Audit report 
2 years later, was still not posted on the MNRF website. This was prior to Mayor Caul 
forwarding the draft opinion to me. Further, and contrary to Councillor Judson’s 
characterization of Mayor Caul’s motives, she was trying to help her community and 
the Town’s administrative staff.

The draft legal opinion was addressed and delivered directly to Ms. Tannis Drysdale 
Economic Development Offi cer and not to the Town of Fort Frances or to Councillor Judson. 
Councillor Judson was copied with this communication from Gowling to Ms. Drysdale. Ms. 
Drysdale in turn forwarded the draft opinion to Councillor McTaggart et al. There was no 
breach of privilege by Mayor Caul. 

I have arranged to pay for the same amount of space in the Wednesday publication of the 
Fort Frances Times for your answers to these very important questions. Thank You.

David Kircher
807-275-7844 

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on a 9x9 grid with several given 
numbers. The object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the empty squares so that 
each row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the same number only once. 

Sudoku
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Difficulty Level 2/08
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 2/09

Yesterday’s
solution

The difficulty level of the 
Conceptis Sudoku increases from 
Monday to Friday. 

Obituaries

It is with heavy hearts that 
we announce the passing of 
our father, brother, uncle, 
papa Leo Austin Penney, age 
71, on Saturday, February, 5, 
2022, at La Verendrye Gen-
eral Hospital with his family 
by his side.

Leo was born March 22, 
1950, in Emo, Ont., and was 
raised on the family farm in 
Stratton with his parents Mar-
guerite and George Penney 
along with nine siblings, Leo 
being the baby.

Leo worked on a few dif-
ferent farms around the dis-
trict, then settling in Atikokan 
working 15 years for Caland 
Ore mine. After moving the 
family to Fort Frances, Leo 
worked approximately 14 
years at Community Living 
and Precision Wood Products. 
With on-going health issues, 
Leo was given the greatest 
gift of all, a second chance at 
life. Leo accepted and main-
tained a double lung trans-
plant from a young man living 
in Winnipeg, Man. May 2022 
would have been 20 years 
with his new lungs, which in 
itself is a miracle.

Leo was an avid fan of 
local hockey and stock car 
racing. Leo would often ven-
ture off with his son Trevis 

to find the next race track 
or hockey game around. Leo 
also enjoyed hunting deer and 
moose with friends and fam-
ily nearby. Leo could always 
be found tinkering or fixing 
almost anything, even to the 
last few days he had tools and 
supplies by his side ready for 
the next creation.

Leo’s four grandchildren 
held a big part of his heart, 
especially the eldest Kaydon. 
For many years these two 
were inseparable. Leo would 
rarely miss any hockey games 
or practices enjoying watch-
ing Kaydon play. As the apple 
doesn’t fall far from the tree, 
Leo coached his son Trevis in 
hockey and now his son does 

the same.
Leo will be greatly missed 

by his son Trevis Penney (Me-
lissa); his daughter Kimberly 
Penney-Peters (Rick); former 
spouse Bonnie Patterson; 
grandchildren Kaydon Pen-
ney, Lindsey and Reed Peters 
and Archer Penney; his broth-
ers Bill Penney (Betty), Greg 
Penney (Donna); his sisters 
Marie Duhamel (Norman) and 
Pat Mosely; many nieces and 
nephews will have a special 
place in their hearts for Leo 
as well.

Leo was predeceased by his 
mother and father Marguerite 
and George Penney; his broth-
ers Ed Penney, Frank Penney 
(Merle), Phillip Penney and 
Donny Penney; his sister Luci-
lle Audette (John); and broth-
er-in-law Butch Mosely.

Leo’s wishes were for ev-
eryone to gather to celebrate 
his life, but due to COVID 
restrictions a summer celebra-
tion of life will take place.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily would like donations made 
in Leo’s name to Riverside 
Health Care Facilities, 110 
Victoria Avenue, Fort Frances, 
Ont., P9A 2B7.

Online condolences may be 
made in care of www.greenfu-
neralhomefortfrances.com.

LEO AUSTIN PENNEY

Bill joined his soulmate 
Beth on January 21, 2022. He 
will be lovingly remembered 
always by his daughter Linda-
Beth and his son-in-law Blair. 
Bill always thought of Blair as 
a son and a best friend. Bill is 
deeply loved and missed by 
his grandchildren Lisa-Beth 
and David; his very special 
great-granddaughter Emily; 
and his recent great-grand-
children Maya and Adam. 
Also surviving are his broth-
ers-in-law Jimmy and Bob; 
sisters-in-laws Ella-Mae, Bar-
bara and Helen; and many 
nieces and nephews. Bill was 
predeceased by his parents 
Harry and Maude; his in-laws 
Bill and Elizabeth; his brother 
Jack; sisters and brothers-
in-law Billy, Bertha, Eileen, 
Dick, and Muriel; nephews 
Jackie and Joey and nieces 
Judy, Wendy, Nancy, Kathy 
and Susan. 

Bill was born on June 9, 
1925, and raised in Fort 
Frances. He enlisted in the 
air force in 1943 and dis-
charged from the army in 
1945. He then attended the 
Ontario College of Pharmacy. 
Upon graduation he worked 
as a pharmacist for Gagne’s 
Pharmacy in Fort Frances. In 

1949 he married Beth and in 
1950 moved to Atikokan to 
run his own drugstore Mar-
r-Rexall Drugs. After he re-
tired and sold his business, he 
and Beth moved to Kenora to 
be closer to their grandchil-
dren. They were very much 
a part of their lives. Bill and 
Beth moved with Linda and 
Blair in Winnipeg in 2009, 
all living together until their 
deaths. 

Bill loved fastball (player, 
coach and umpire), golfing, 
curling and bowling. He be-
lieved in community service 
and was past president of 
the legion and curling club, a 
school trustee and member of 

the Kiwanis Cub, all in Atiko-
kan. He loved his many sum-
mers with Beth and family 
at Eva Lake. He spent many 
hours entertaining his nieces 
and nephews, always ensur-
ing everyone had the same 
numbers of times water ski-
ing, driving the little boat and 
making bonfires ad other fun 
activities. They loved their 
Uncle Bill. In later years he 
did the same with his grand-
children. New memories were 
made at his cabin in Kenora 
especially with the addition 
of Emily. 

Bill will be remembered as 
someone everyone liked. He 
always had a smile on his face 
and a kind and funny word. 
During his years as a druggist, 
it was not unusual for him 
to dismiss payments for pre-
scriptions for those who were 
having financial difficulties. 
He never understood hatred 
towards others. 

At his request, there will be 
no service. Donations can be 
made to a charity of choice. 

There is nothing more 
beautiful than a person with a 
big heart, a strong personality 
and a great sense of humor. 
This was Bill Marr.

WILLIAM HARRY MARR

Edward Bogacki, 84, of Fort Frances, Ont., passed away on Monday, February 7, 2022, at the La 
Verendrye General Hospital.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, a private family service will be held.
A complete obituary will follow.

EDWARD BOGACKI
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From: John McTaggart [mailto:jmctaggart@fortfrances.ca]
Sent: February-08-21 2:42 PM
To: Tichbornes <admin@tichbornes.com>
Subject: Re: [External] Boundary Waters Forest SFL Document

Hi David,
 I think that I understand your argument but the Crossroute forest licence and the Sapawe 

forest license were both surrendered by Resolute and a tribal group, respectively, and at 
the exact same time the BWFM eSFL was put in place.

 I also believe that the town has done all it can to prevent what has happened. There has 
been a lot of money spent and time and effort put into this fi le. The buildings are privately 
owned and they want to remove them and there is nothing in the municipal act that’s 
prevents them from doing just that.

 I applaud your efforts and enthusiasm but I don’t know what else I can do to help you 
advance your efforts.

 I have other information that was gained from in camera meetings that you know I can not 
speak about but trust me we have worked hard not to end up where we are but here we 
are.

 Maybe there is someone else on council smarter than me can help you.

 Thanks
 John 

2.0 AREA, TERM AND PRICING
2.3 The term of this licence commences on the 1st day of April 2002 and expires on the 31st day of March 

2022 but may be extended in accordance with section 26(4) of the Crown Forest Sustainability Act.

RESTRICTIVE COVENANT AGREEMENT JULY 2019
AND WHEREAS the Covenantor has represented and warranted to the Covenantee (Resolute) that 
following the purchase by the Covenantor from the Covenantee (Resolute) of the Burdened Land, the 
Covenantor will redevelop the closed and non-operational pulp and paper mill located on the 
Burdened Land for purposes other than a pulp and paper mill.

ACKNOWLEGEMENTS OF COVENANTOR
(a) the Covenantee (Resolute) would not have entered into the sale of the Burdened Land to the 
Covenantor had the Covenantor not agreed to be bound by the covenants contained in the Agreement

DEMOLITION OF THE MILL COMMENCED FALL OF 2020

*Continuation of February 9/21 ad.
David Kircher
807-275-7844 

On Oct. 25, 2021, at 2:45 PM, Seth Kursman <seth.kursman@resolutefp.com> wrote:

 And I should have been clear on this point: the Crossroute SFL was extended 
by the Minister on Feb. 27, 2018

From: Seth Kursman
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 2:12 PM
To: Merna Emara <memara@fortfrances.com>
Subject: RE: 2017 Independent Forest Audit for Crossroute SFL

 The 2017 audit report, completed by ArborVitae Environmental Services Ltd, was submitted in 
January 2018 and concluded that the forest was being managed in compliance with the terms and 
conditions of the SFL.

From: Merna Emara <memara@fortfrances.com>
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 12:16 PM
To: Seth Kursman <seth.kursman@resolutefp.com>
Subject: 2017 Indpendent Forest Audit for Crossroute SFL

ON FEBRUARY 25, 2019 COUNCIL PASSED A RESOLUTION 
that expressed Councils concern that the disposition process of the Fort Frances 
mill, at that point, would result in the demolition of the mill and by default 
Resolute would retain the rights and access to the Crossroute fi bre. To support this 
motion a copy of the Crossroute Sustainable Forest Licence was included in the 
Agenda package of this meeting that has an expiry date of March 2022. 

Order in Council 2326/2017
On the recommendation of the undersigned, the Lieutenant Governor 
of Ontario, by and with the advice and concurrence of the Executive 
Council of Ontario, orders that:

Whereas pursuant to subsection 26(1) of the Crown Forest Sustainability 
Act, 1994, S.O. 1994, c. 25 (the “CFSA“), the Minister of Natural Resources 
and Forestry (the “Minister”) granted to Resolute FP Canada Inc. (the 
“Licensee”) Sustainable Forest Licence (“SFL”) number 542245 covering 
the Crossroute Forest, approved by Order in Council O.C. 891/97 dated 
the 24th of April, I997 (such SFL as amended from time to time, the 
“Crossroute Forest SFL”), which currently expires on March 31, 2022;

And Whereas in accordance with subsection 26(3) of the CFSA the 
Minister conducted a review to ensure the Licensee has complied with 
the terms and conditions of the SFL which included consideration of two 
consecutive audits performed by an independent third party, entitled 
“Crossroute Forest Independent Forest Audit April I, 2002 - March 31, 
2007 Final Report” and “Crossroute Forest Independent Forest Audit 
April I, 2007 - March 31, 2012 Final Report” (the “Audits”);

And Whereas the Minister is satisfi ed that the Licensee has complied 
with the terms and conditions of the Crossroute Forest SFL;

And Whereas the Minister now desires to extend the term of the Crossroute Forest SFL for ten years in 
accordance with subsections 26(4) and 26(4.1) of the CFSA;

And Whereas pursuant to subsections 26(4) and 26(4.1) of the CFSA, the approval of the Lieutenant Governor 
in Council is required to extend the term of the Crossroute Forest SFL:

Now therefore, pursuant to subsections 26(4) and 26(4.1) of the CSFA, the Minister is hereby given approval to 
extend the term of the Crossroute Forest SFL for an additional ten years such that the term of the Crossroute 
Forest SFL would expire on March 31, 2032.

Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry

Approved and Ordered: December 12, 2017

Published: December 29, 20 I 7

Crossroute Forest
Independent Forest Audit

April 1, 2007 - March 31, 2012

FINAL REPORT
ArborVitae Environmental Services Ltd.

February 26, 2013
©Queen’s Printer for Ontario 2013

The terms of the Crossroute Forest SFL #542245 is twenty years from April 1, 2002 
until March 31, 2022.

FEBRUARY 2, 2019 In fact, the 
Crossroute 
Sustainable 

Forest Licence 
was extended 

by the 
December 13, 

2017 Order 
of Council 
published 

December 29, 
2017 and applied 

to the Licence 
February 27, 
2018 for an 
additional 
10 years to 

March 2032. 
Why was this fact 

not disclosed 
to Gowling and 
Council? This is 
directly related 

to Councils’ 
expressed 
concern.

WHAT DO 
WE DO NEXT?

Purpose Mechanism Approval OIC Date Date Licence 
Ammended

Reference

Amalgamation of Fort Frances with 
Flanders Wording updated

Order in 
Council

OIC 
1155/2001

May 9, 2001 June 1, 2001 FLANDE - 1

Amalgamation of Fort Frances-
Flanders with Highrock and wording 
updated

Minister’s 
Approval

N/A N/A June 18, 
2001

CROSSR - 1

Extension of the licence term by 10 
years to March 31, 2032

Order in 
Council

O.C. 
2326/2017

December 
13, 2017

February 27, 
2018

Amalgamation of Crossroute Forest 
and Sapawe Forest; Update to 
paragraphs 2.1, 3.1 and 3.2; Update 
to Section 9; Update to Section 16; 
Section 23 update to new business 
plane; Update to Appendix “A” 
and Plan Map; Delete content 
of Appendix “B”; Appendix “D” 
combine minimum

Minister’s 
Approval

September 
10, 2020

CROSSR - 9

APPENDIX “G” Summary of Sustainable Forest Licence Amendments

Purpose Mechanism Approval OIC Date Date Licence 
Ammended

Reference

Amalgamation of Fort Frances 
with Flanders Wording 
updated

Order in 
Council

OIC 
1155/2001

May 9, 2001 June 1, 2001 FLANDE - 1

Amalgamation of Fort Frances-
Flanders with Highrock and 
wording updated

Minister’s 
Approval

N/A N/A June 18, 
2001

CROSSR - 1

Removal of Rainy River First 
Nation reserve lands; update 
to Appendix “E”; update 
wording; name change from 
AbiBow to Resolute

Minister’s 
Approval

April 25, 
2013

CROSSR - 7

APPENDIX “G” Summary of Sustainable Forest Licence Amendments
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From: John McTaggart [mailto:jmctaggart@fortfrances.ca]
Sent: February-08-21 2:42 PM
To: Tichbornes <admin@tichbornes.com>
Subject: Re: [External] Boundary Waters Forest SFL Document

Hi David,
 I think that I understand your argument but the Crossroute forest licence and the Sapawe 

forest license were both surrendered by Resolute and a tribal group, respectively, and at 
the exact same time the BWFM eSFL was put in place.

 I also believe that the town has done all it can to prevent what has happened. There has 
been a lot of money spent and time and effort put into this fi le. The buildings are privately 
owned and they want to remove them and there is nothing in the municipal act that’s 
prevents them from doing just that.

 I applaud your efforts and enthusiasm but I don’t know what else I can do to help you 
advance your efforts.

On Oct. 25, 2021, at 2:45 PM, Seth Kursman <seth.kursman@resolutefp.com> wrote:

 And I should have been clear on this point: 
the Crossroute SFL was extended by the Minister on Feb. 27, 2018

From: Seth Kursman
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 2:12 PM
To: Merna Emara <memara@fortfrances.com>
Subject: RE: 2017 Independent Forest Audit for Crossroute SFL

 The 2017 audit report, completed by ArborVitae Environmental Services Ltd, was 
submitted in January 2018 and concluded that the forest was being managed in 
compliance with the terms and conditions of the SFL.

From: Merna Emara <memara@fortfrances.com>
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 12:16 PM
To: Seth Kursman <seth.kursman@resolutefp.com>
Subject: 2017 Indpendent Forest Audit for Crossroute SFL

Opportunities were available.

FEBRUARY 2, 2019

Crossroute Forest
Independent Forest Audit

April 1, 2007 - March 31, 2012

FINAL REPORT
ArborVitae Environmental Services Ltd.

February 26, 2013
©Queen’s Printer for Ontario 2013

C t F t

• On January 29, 2019, a lawyer from Gowling WLG (Canada) LLP emailed a 
copy of this document to me and Economic Development Offi cer Tannis 
Drysdale;

• On February 2, 2019, the email we received attaching the opinion was 
forwarded by Ms. Drysdale to CAO Doug Brown, Mayor June Caul, Councillor 
Andrew Hallikas, and Councillor John McTaggart; and

• On February 18, 2021, Mr. Brown forwarded Ms. Drysdale’s February 2, 2019 
email to me, Mayor Caul, Councillor Behan, 
and Councillor McTaggart.

25 Independent forest audits are the process by which the 
Minister is advised of non-compliance with a licence. Under 
s. 26(4) of the CFSA and s. 9.2 of the Crossroute SFL, if the 
Minister is not satisfi ed that a Resolute has complied with the 
terms the Crossroute SFL, the license will not be extended.

8 Independent Audit of the Crossroute Forest, February 
26, 2013, Appendix 3. Compliance with Contractual 
Obligations, p. 74. Note: According to Resolute’s 2016-2017 
Annual Report, it appears that an IFA for the period of 
April 1, 2012 to March 31, 2017 was completed.8 For a more 
recent conclusion on Wood Supply Condition compliance, 
we should obtain and review a copy of the 2017 IFA for the 
Crossroute SFL.

The last publicly available IFA 
for the Crossroute SFL is dated 

February 26, 2013, examining the 
period April 1, 2007 to March 31, 2012.

FACTS AND ASSUMPTIONS 
In providing our answers to you, we relied upon the 
following facts and regulatory framework. Please 
advise if any of the below facts are incorrect, as this 
may affect our overall legal advice.

• We have reviewed the February 26, 2013 IFA 
according to Resolute’s 2016-2017 Annual Report, 
it appears that an IFA for the period of 
April 1, 2012 to March 31, 2017 was completed. 
We have not reviewed that IFA.

Crossroute Forest
Independent 
Forest Audit

2012-2017

Arbex Forest Resource 
Consultants Ltd.

October, 2017

*Continuation of February 16/21 ad.
David Kircher  807-275-7844 

On February 2, 2019 Councillors McTaggart and Judson 
knew that Gowling had found reference to a 2017 

Crossroute Independent Forest Audit on the 
MNRF website and that this Audit report 

was not available for their review. 

Resolute confi rmed that the 10 year extension of the Crossroute Sustainable 
Forest Licence was based on the results of the last Independent Forest Audit 

completed by ArborVitae Environmental Services Ltd.

May 31, 2021 
Boundary Waters Forest 

Management Corp.’s  website indicated 
a 2017 Crossroute Independent Forest 

Audit had been completed and 
provided a link to Independent Forest 

Audits on the MNRF website. 
I took the link and found the Crossroute Independent Forest 
Audit completed by ArborVitae Environmental Services Ltd. 
from 2007 – 2012, as the most current Audit report on the 
MNRF website.

June 1 2021 Boundary Waters Forest 
Management Corp. emailed a copy of 

the 2017 Crossroute Forest Independent 
Audit report completed by Arbex Forest 

Resource Consultants Ltd. and 
published October, 2017. 

This report identifi ed by 
Gowling two years earlier was 
still not on the MNRF website 

June 2021.

Crossroute Forest
Independent Forest Audit

April 1, 2007 - March 31, 2012

FINAL REPORT
ArborVitae Environmental Services Ltd.

February 26, 2013
©Queen’s Printer for Ontario 2013
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By Ken Kellar
Staff writer
kkellar@fortfrances.com

The Fort Frances Public Li-
brary Technology Centre (FF-
PLTC) is gearing up to offer 
everyone a series of fun and 
exciting online shows that are 
sure to be fun for the whole 
family as we transition out of a 
cold winter.

The series, called “Fun-
day Mondays,” is seven dif-
ferent performances that fam-
ilies will be able to tune into 
from the comfort of their own 
homes, and potentially together 
with others at the library as 
COVID-19 restrictions continue 
to loosen in the coming weeks. 
Each performance is a different 
experience that ranges from cir-
cus performances, sing-alongs 
with Disney princesses, magic 
and science shows and more.

FFPLTC children’s service 
clerk Miss Sam Manty said the 
aim of the series is to offer 
engaging and fun things to do 
from the library, particularly 
because COVID has prevented 
more traditional family pro-
gramming.

“Our idea was, because things 
have been so up in the air on 
being able to do in-person pro-
gramming [at the library], we 
wanted to offer something fun 
to the community that’s varied 
and open to all ages and bring 
a bit of fun and cheer to these 

dreary winter days we’re hav-
ing,” Manty said.

“It’s neat with the virtual 
entertainment that we’re able 
to bring in performers that nor-
mally we wouldn’t be able to 
have here, just because of the 
cost of bringing them here and 
lodging them, so we’re able to 
offer a pretty premium enter-
tainment series from the com-
fort of everyone’s homes.”

Manty said the performances 
are being organized in con-
junction with an organization 
out of Toronto called JoJoFun, 
who primarily specialize in chil-
dren’s party entertainment, but 
have moved their offering of 
programming into the online 
space as well. The pedigree 
of JoJoFun is also something 
Manty said she was confident 
in, particularly as she learned 
the organization has previous 
ties to the library.

“I do think people are in for a 
pretty good show,” Manty said.

“The person I organized 
this with is very well known 
amongst children’s artists. She 
has a pretty good following, and 
I learned after I hired her that 

Andrea [Avis, retired children’s 
service clerk with the library] 
has worked with her before and 
has had wonderful success.”

Kicking the series off on Feb. 
28 is a circus show with Katy 
Kartwheel, an expert circus per-
former who will delight children 
with fun circus entertainment 
and demonstrate some of the 
skills used by circus performers 
in their profession. The next 
show, scheduled for March 14, 
is a St. Patrick’s Magic Show 
with magician Gizmo, who will 
keep the entire family enter-
tained and engaged.

Each performance is sched-
uled for a Monday evening 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. and run-
ning for 45 minutes, roughly 
two shows per month from 
March until May. The timing 
was worked out to hopefully 
be after a family has had din-
ner and before bedtime, so 
everyone can enjoy the per-
formance before getting ready 
to go to bed. The library will 
receive Zoom links for the per-
formances and then distribute 
the link to those who are inter-
ested in watching. Everyone is 

welcome to watch the videos, 
and Manty said she’s also hop-
ing that the library will be able 
to put together a limited num-
ber of take-home kits the week 
before each show so that inter-
ested families can use what’s in 
them to play along with some of 
the videos.

“People will be able to get 
into the spirit of whatever is 
happening that week,” Manty 
explained.

“As an example, for the cir-
cus show we’re hoping to get 
the supplies to let people make 
juggling balls. That being said, 
what I know so far, people don’t 
have to have these things to 
participate, but it’s something 
to make it fun and encourage 
people to want to go.”

Manty said she’s excited to 
have this line of virtual pro-
gramming on offer for the 
community, with the chance 
to move in-person as restric-
tions continue to ease across 
the province. This should also 
see a return to more traditional 
in-person programming at the 
library as well. There is also 
a planned participation draw 
for those who attend the vir-
tual showings, where Manty 
will record the names of those 
tuned in for each session and 
pull a winner at the end of the 
entertainment series.

“I just really want to encour-
age people to watch the shows,” 
Manty said.

“I really think it’s going to 
be a really fun time. I think the 
artists are very talented and will 
have a lot to offer, so I think it’s 
going to be a lot of fun for the 
community and I’m hoping a 
lot of people get the chance to 
enjoy it. I’m really excited to see 

people come out.”
To get the Zoom link for each 

planned performance, head to 
the library’s Facebook page and 
website in the days leading up 
to the performance, or email 
ffpltc@gmail.com.

Fort Frances library offering virtual performance series
 “It’s neat with the virtual entertain-
ment that we’re able to bring in per-
formers that normally we wouldn’t be 
able to have here.”

- Miss Sam Manty

Virtual Funday Monday!

Feb 28 Katy Kartwheel’s circus show
March 14 Magic Show with Gizmo
March 28 Elsa’s Jeweled Crowns with Alysa
April 11 Napoleon’s Magic Show
April 25 Science Show with Aria
May 16 Disco Dancing with Alysa’s Dancer
May 30 Suzy’s Bubble Show

To get the Zoom link, visit ffpltc.ca, or e-mail 
ffpltc@gmail.com

Katy Kartwheel, left and 
Aria, above, are just wo of 
the performers who will be 
entertaining library patrons 
for Funday Mondays.
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August 26, 2021

Arbex Forest Resource Consultants Ltd.
1555 Scotch Line Road East
Oxford Mills, ON K0G 1S0

Via Email: bbyford@arbex.ca

To Whom It May Concern:

Re: Crossroute Forest Independent Forest Audit for 2012-2017

I am a municipal councillor for the Town of Fort Frances, Ontario. I write to inform you of accusations 
which have been made about the independent forest audit [“IFA”] your fi rm conducted in respect of the 
Crossroute Forest region for the period of 2012 to 2017 [“2017 IFA”].

As you know, the Crown Forest Sustainability Act [“CFSA”] allows the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry to grant a renewable license to harvest forest resources in a forest region. These reviews include 
consideration of IFAs. Section 26(3) of the CFSA requires the Minister to conduct a review every 5 years to 
ensure that the licensee has complied with the requirements of their license.

Fort Frances is situated in the newly-created Boundary Waters Forest region, which is a successor to the 
Sapawe Forest and Crossroute Forest regions. Prior to the transition to the new enhanced sustainable 
forest license governance model for the Boundary Waters Forest, the Crossroute Forest license was held 
by Resolute Forest Products and its predecessor corporations [“Resolute”]. Your fi rm was contracted 
to conduct 2017 IFA for the Crossroute Forest, and to produce a report. The report is available in the 
Legislative Library of Ontario, at https://bit.ly/3zcDEAX. (Still not on MNRF website)

Over the past number of months, our Council and administration have received several communications 
from David Kircher, a citizen of our municipality, in which he alleges that the 2017 IFA is “fake”, with the 
logical consequence that the license for the Crossroute Forest was negligently reviewed, and improperly 
renewed, in favour of Resolute, based on this “fake” audit and report.

Mr. Kircher has now sent numerous emails to Council outlining his theory and, at the invitation of the 
Mayor, presented to Council on June 14, 2020 and June 28, 2020, where similar commentary was made. I 
have enclosed herewith a number of the communications we have received from Mr. Kircher. A number 
of his comments have also been printed as letters to the editor and full-page advertisements in the Fort 
Frances Times, some of which are also enclosed.

Obviously, these accusations are serious - not just from a forest management, governance, and 
accountability perspective, but a reputationaI one for your fi rm. For this reason, I am alerting you to this 
situation so that you have an opportunity to respond to Mr.  Kircher’s concerns and the representations he 
has made to Council and in the media.

You can do so by writing to our Mayor and Council, at town@fortfrances.ca, and by contacting the Fort 
Frances Times, at mwalchuk@fortfrances.com. I recognize that you may be entitled to pursue other relief, as 
well.

Should you have any questions about the evolution of the Boundary Waters Forest license, I encourage 
you to contact the Boundary Waters Forest Management Corporation, which is the current licensee for the 
Boundary Waters Forest. Its President, Michael Willick, can be reached at willick@vianet.ca.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. I expect that our Council will appreciate the clarity of 
your response.

Sincerely,

Douglas W. Judson

Encl. Copies of emails and correspondence Received from David Kircher on various dates; 

 Copies of letters to the editor of the Fort Frances Times, published by David Kircher on various dates 
in 2021;

 Copy of the agenda of the Committee of the Whole from June 28, 2021, including presentation 
materials provided by David Kircher

C.  David Kircher, Via Email: admin@tichbornes.com;

 Boundary Waters Forest Management Corporation, Via Email: willick@vianet.ca;

 Mayor & Council, Town of Fort Frances, Via Email: town@fortfrances.ca;

 Faisal Anwar, Chief Administrative Offi cer, Town of Fort Frances, fanwar@fortfrances.ca;

 Rainy River Future Development Corporation, Via Email: geoff@rrfdc.on.ca;

 Minister of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry, 
Via Email: greg.rickford@pc.ola.org

DOUGLAS W. JUDSON
BSOCSC, HON. BCOM, JD. MBA

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR, NOTARY

Phone: 807-861-3684
Fax: 807-789-1661
PO Box 105, Fort Frances, ON P9A 3M5
www.douglasjudson.ca
info@douglasjudson.ca

Letter from Councillor Douglas Judson 
*with contributions from Councillor John McTaggart

June 1, 2021 delivered by Boundary Waters Forest Management Corp.

Crossroute Forest Independent Forest Audit 2012-2017

Subjects: Forest management--Ontario--Crossroute Forest--Auditing

 Forest management--Ontario, Northern--Auditing 

Description: [84] pages : charts and maps.

Notes: Includes appendices.

Arbex Forest Resource Consultants Ltd.
October, 2017

Holdings Information

Location: eArchive (Not on MNRF website)

FAKE 2017 Crossroute Independent Forest Audit
3.0 Introduction

This report presents the fi ndings of an Independent Forest Audit (IFA) of the Crossroute Forest (CF or the 
Forest) conducted by Arbex Forest Resource Consultants Ltd. for the period of April 1, 2012 to March 31, 
2017. The audit utilized a risk-based approach based on the 2017 Independent Forest Audit Process and 
Protocol (IFAPP). The audit scope is fi ve years. It includes the 2012 Phase II FMP implementation to March 31, 
2017 and the development of the 2017-2020 Contingency Plan.

The Crossroute Forest (CF) is managed by Resolute FP Canada Inc. (RFP) under Sustainable Forest License 
(SFL) #542245. The CF is situated within the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) Northwestern 
Region and is administered by the MNRF Fort Frances District Offi ce and its Atikokan Area Offi ce.

The Forest is certifi ed by the Sustainable Forest Initiative (SFI). RFP also holds ISO 14001 certifi cation.

3.1. Audit Process

The Crown Forest Sustainability Act (CFSA) requires that all Sustainable Forest Licences (SFLs) and 
Crown Management Units (CMUs) be audited every fi ve to seven years by an independent auditor. The 
Independent Forest Audit Process and Protocol (IFAPP) provides guidance in meeting the requirements 
of Ontario Regulation 160/04 made under the CFSA and further required in the Conditions of MNR’s 
Class Environmental Assessment Approval for Forest Management on Crown Lands in Ontario (MNR-
75). The scope of the audit is determined by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) in 
specifying mandatory audit criteria (Appendix A of the IFAPP). The audit scope is fi nalized by the auditors 
in conducting a management unit risk assessment by identifying optional audit criteria from Appendix A to 
be included in the audit. The fi nal audit scope is accepted by the Forestry Futures Committee (FFC) with any 
subsequent changes to the audit scope requiring agreement between the FFC, MNRF and the Lead Auditor.

The procedures and criteria for the delivery of the IFA are specifi ed in the 2017 Independent Forest Audit 
Process and Protocol (IFAPP). The audit generally assesses licence holder and Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry (MNRF) compliance with the Forest Management Planning Manual (FMPM) and the CFSA in 
conducting forest management planning, operations, monitoring and reporting activities. The audit also 
assesses the effectiveness of forest management activities in meeting the objectives set out in the forest 
management plan (FMP). The audit further reviews whether actual results in the fi eld are comparable with 
planned results and determines if the results were accurately reported. The results of each audit procedure 
are not reported on separately but collectively provide the basis for reporting the outcome of the audit. 
The audit provides the opportunity to improve Crown forest management in Ontario through adaptive 
management. Findings of “non-conformance” are reported. A “Best Practice”

1

JUNE 14, 2021 PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL

LEGITIMATE Independent Forest Audit
Completed by Arbex Forest Resource Consultants Ltd.

3.0. Introduction

This report presents the fi ndings of an Independent Forest Audit (IFA) of the Big Pic Forest (BPF) conducted 
by Arbex Forest Resource Consultants Ltd. for the period of April 1, 2009 to March 31, 2014.

In 2010 the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF)1 Wawa District assumed forest management 
responsibilities for the BPF2 and entered into service agreements with the Pic River First Nation to complete 
the preparation of the 2011-2012 Annual Report and the 2013-2014 Annual Work Schedule (AWS). The MNRF 
also entered into a service agreement with Green Forest Management Inc. (GFMI) for the completion of 
Phase II planning and the preparation of the 2011-2012 and 2012-2013 AWSs and the 2010-2011 Annual 
Report. Renewal and maintenance agreements were signed with the Forest Resource Licensees (FRL) 
operating on the Forest3 for the delivery of the silviculture program.

In 2013, forest management responsibilities were assigned to the Nawiinginokiima Forest Management 
Corporation (NFMC)4 under an Enhanced Forest Resource Licence (EFRL). NFMC is Ontario’s fi rst Local Forest 
Management Corporation (LFMC). Under its licence to harvest the company must meet all the obligations 
of a Sustainable Forest Licence (SFL) holder as set out in the Forest Management Planning Manual (FMPM), 
the Forest Information Manual (FIM), and the Forest Compliance Handbook. The objects of Nawiinginokiima 
Forest Management Corporation are:

1. To hold forest resource licences and manage Crown forests in accordance with the CFSA and to 
promote the sustainability of Crown forests.

2. To provide for economic development opportunities for Aboriginal peoples.

3. To manage its affairs to become a self-sustaining business entity that optimizes value from 
Crown forest resources while recognizing the importance of local economic development.

4. To market, sell and enable access to a predictable and competitively priced supply of Crown 
forest resources.

5. To carry out such other objects as may be prescribed by regulation made under the Ontario 
Forest Tenure Modernization Act, 2011 and Regulation.

Two contractors have Forest Operations Agreements with NFMC to facilitate forestry operations on the unit.
1 In 2014, the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) was renamed the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry (MNRF).
2 The SFL held by Marathon Pulp lnc. was revoked in July 2010. MNRF managed the BPF directly for 32 
months of the 60 month audit term.
3 686860 Ontario limited (2011-2012 & 2012-2013) and B&M Hauling Ltd. (2010-2011)
4 NFMC was established on May 29, 2012.

2014 Independent Forest Audit- Big Pic Forest

Footnotes and name of forest being audited 
MISSING throughout report
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busy time for vacation and stu-
dents will provide additional sup-
port during this time,” Ruppenstein 
said. “It will also give local students 
some really great work experience 
in an industrial setting. Students 
may not go into the same line of 
work post-graduation, but the skills 
they learn here can be taken to any 
profession and will definitely give 
them exposure to a unique work 
environment.”

Ruppenstein added that students 
will have the opportunity to work in 
a highly safety-sensitive workplace, 

will be part of a team and have a 
variety of tasks. Initially, cleaning 
will be the main focus, Ruppenstein 
said, however, as training and com-
petencies increase, so can the vari-
ety of tasks.

“We are looking for students who 
have the ability to perform phys-
ical labor, to work at heights, to 
work outside, and ability to work 
in challenging conditions including 
extreme heat, noise, and dust; over-
all, we are looking for a positive 
attitude, ability to work safely, me-
chanical aptitude, and willingness to 
learn,” she said.

Students will get exposure to what 

a tradesperson will do and what an 
operator will do in a shift and get an 
understanding of the manufacturing 
process from the delivery of the raw 
material to the finishing, packaging, 
and transportation of the end prod-
uct, she said.

When hiring, both Martin and 
Ruppenstein are looking for hard-
working students who will take ini-
tiative.

Martin said previous volunteer 
and work experience helps the de-
partment reach out to references 
and see whether the student appli-
cant will be up to the job.

“But if they don’t, doesn’t neces-

sarily mean they wouldn’t be offered 
a position if they can articulate and 
prove to us that they’re capable of 
the job, then, we would still pursue 
that. It’s certainly an asset if they 
have previous experience,” Martin 
said. “They do have to be attending 
school in the fall to follow.”

Martin also stressed that summer 
positions show a form of experience 
on a resume, adding that it shows a 
student is hardworking and consci-
entious.

“Every piece of experience people 
learn from different positions and 
jobs will help you forward with your 
post-secondary as well,” she added. 

“You see how an organization works 
and understand the coworker dy-
namics and reporting to a supervi-
sor.”

The Town of Fort Frances has 
also sent out invitations to former 
summer student staff to provide 
them with an opportunity to express 
their interest in returning for sum-
mer employment, town HR manager 
Alyssha Hansma said in an email.

She said the town is excited to 
provide this opportunity and will be 
posting remaining vacancies in early 
March.

Students will have many jobs available this summer
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The Crown Forest Sustainability Act 
and its Regulations:  

For the purpose of improved management of forest resources, a new sustainable 
forest resource licence is to be granted to a company that was formed for the purpose 
of carrying out forest management responsibilities that is not associated with any 
particular forest resource processing facility, in this case Boundary Waters Forest 
Management Corp. (BWFMC). The Crossroute Forest Sustainable Forest Licence (SFL) 
should have been cancelled and Resolute, to keep the wood allocated under the 
Crossroute SFL would then have had to compete for the Crossroute fi bre. The mill in Fort 
Frances would have given Resolute a competitive edge to compete for the Crossroute 
fi bre, notwithstanding the worn out equipment.

However, M. Willick in his July 12, 2021 report 
to Mayor Caul indicates 

“…the Minister stipulated that wood supply commitments in place under the SFL issued 
to Resolute would be continued into the SFL issued to BWFMC. “ The Act requires a 
competitive process for the allocation of wood in a new SFL and a transfer of the SFL 
requires a business plan that identifi es, among other things, the location of the forest 
resource processing facility. The intent of this Legislation is to ensure the wood allocated 
is in fact harvested and processed. The Minister does not have the legislative authority to 
make this a condition to the licencing of BWFMC. The only way the Minister could ensure 
the Crossroute fi bre commitment remained the same was to use an existing Sustainable 
Forest Licence as follows:

• December 13, 2017: a Liberal government extended the Crossroute Sustainable 
Forest Licence for an additional 10 years. The extension was granted based on 
the information in two Independent Forest Audits completed by ArborVitae 
Environmental Services Ltd.

• April 1, 2020: the Sapawe and Crossroute Forests were amalgamated to form the 
Boundary Waters Forest Management Unit.

• September 10, 2020: the Minister, in the Conservative government amended the 
Crossroute Forest Licence by deleting Resolute FP Canada Inc. from the Title page 
of the Licence and inserting Boundary Waters Forest Management Corp. in its place. 
The reference to the Fort Frances facility in 3.1 of the Licence was deleted and 
verbiage was added to 2.3 indicating the former Crossroute SFL was terminated. 
This is the language one would expect to read if the SFL had, in fact been cancelled. 
The Minister amended the Crossroute SFL expiring March 31 2032. This completed 
the Licencing of Boundary Waters Forest Management Corp. in accordance with the 
Minister’s stipulation.

This Council has watched the destruction 
of infrastructure, developed and maintained 

for over 100 years 
that supported 3 paper machines and a Kraft mill, while being told how lucky we 
are to be involved and part of this new governance model provided by BWFMC! 

This ad includes all of the information related to the licencing of BWFMC that I 
have shared with Council in an effort to stop the demolition of this infrastructure. 
Mayor Caul shared the draft legal opinion with me on June 22 2021 - on June 14, 
2021 I had already presented to Council, information related to the 2017 Audit. 

What I learned from Councillor Judson’s November 8 2021 Memo to Mayor and 
Council is the information presented by Gowling February 2, 2019 had the 
potential to not only save the destruction of the mill but could actually 
support it going back into production, was not used or pursued any further.  
Councillors McTaggart and Judson must explain why the information Gowling 
presented related to the 2017 Crossroute Audit was not used to enhance the 
Town’s position right up to the destruction of the Kraft Mill building. 

Mayor Caul asked BWFMC for a copy of the 2017 
Crossroute IFA. She received it by email from 

M. Willick with no explanation as to where it was 
found or why it was not on the MNRF website 

almost 4 years after publication. 
Mayor Caul was attacked for sharing the draft legal opinion to the point where 
Councillor Judson portrayed the actions of Mayor Caul as almost criminal. Mayor 
Caul was trying to help her constituents, I have seen very little from Councillor 
Judson related to this topic that could be construed as being helpful to his 
constituents.

Where do we go from here? 

Our municipal taxes and user fees will increase signifi cantly. The centre of 
the Town of Fort Frances is a mess of partially demolished buildings and scrap, 
will it remain like that? We are in the middle of a forest without a facility to 
process resources from the forest and being told how fortunate we are to have 
been included in the new governance model. A new Council is on the horizon 
with the election this October.  A new Council will want to start from a clean slate 
and I am sure will want to establish the how and why to such a catastrophic loss 
of Municipal revenue.

Douglas Judson
5 August at 08:37

This letter is -full of fl agrant and dishonest misrepresentations. Here are the facts:

The Town’s legal advice is privileged and confi dential and David Kircher is not privy 
to that confi dence; 

The Town’s consultants and advisors have been forthcoming with all information 
about the forest license, as the unnecessary $5,000 report the Mayor ordered from the 
RRFDC demonstrates;

Events which occurred prior to December 3, 2018 are the responsibility of the prior 
Council; and;

The only members of the current Council who actually believe information was 
not presented to Council are those who indulge these conspiracy theories in the Fort 
Frances Times.

Dear Editor,

Who are playing the Games? And Why did 
Council not Know?

We have recently (July 12/21) learned that 
several legal opinions were obtained by the Town 
and/or RRFDC to consider Resolute’s  com-
pliance with the terms and conditions of the 
Crossroute Sustainable Forest Licence. In an 
email to Councillor Judson, the morning of July 
13 2021, I asked if the legal opinion procured 
by the Town included the review of the alleged 
2017 Crossroute IFA. Ms. Drysdale, in the July 
14/21 edition of the FF Times, stated, “We could 
never find anyone in the legal community who 
was writing us opinions that would back up our 
premise. We wish we could. But we could not.” 

A legitimate Independent Forest Audit of the 
Licensee’s compliance with the terms and condi-
tions of the Crossroute SFL from 2012 to 2017, 
does not exist. 

A copy of this IFA, requested and received by 
Mayor Caul, is not available on the MNRF site; 
nor has an Action Plan been filed to address 
any audit recommendations as required by the 
Crown Forest Sustainability Act.

If a legal opinion does not incorporate a re-
view of this alleged IFA and does not consider 
the fact that the Fort Frances facility was substan-
tially non-performing between 2012 to 2017, 
then the opinion would have little merit, and one 
would conclude that Resolute was in compliance.

March 31 2017 marks the last day of the 20 
year term of the Crossroute Sustainable Forest 

Licence and without a legitimate 2017 Indepen-
dent Forest Audit, the last day of that SFL.

Corporate MNRF represented to Cabinet that 
the Crossroute SFL expired on March 31 2022. 
In fact the SFL had expired 8 months earlier. 
One cannot extend a Licence that does not exist. 
Boundary Waters Forest Management Corpora-
tion has a valid 2020-2030 Forest Management 
Plan however it does not have a valid Sustainable 
Forest Licence. One cannot amend a SFL that 
does not exist.

The games here are being played by corporate 
MNRF, not by Resolute. The rules of this game 
are established by the Legislature in the Crown 
Forest Sustainability Act.

Resolute owned the Fort Frances mill and had 
every right to sell the facility or not. The wood 
and its allocation belong to Ontario not Resolute.

A legal opinion should have considered all of 
the above. Further, the Town should have known 
that the Crossroute SFL expired on March 31 
2017 and the wood allocated available for com-
petitive procurement.

As a resident and ratepayer within the Town 
of Fort Frances I would like to know why that 
information was not presented to Council. This 
is material to our Town’s economic future. There 
is no question that our community would be 
in a better position today had this information 
been shared with Council. I like many others are 
looking for Mayor and Council to provide some 
leadership to ensure our economic future.

Thank you,
David Kircher

Who’s playing and what are the rules?

Counsellor Doug Judson’s facebook 
response to letter to my letter to the editor, 

in the August 4, 2021 Fort Frances Times
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under-serviced community. Ontario 
will invest $142-million dollars to launch 
the grant, and will begin with a two-year 
$81-million investment to expand the Com-
munity Commitment Program for Nurses, 
which will allow 1,500 nurse graduates per 
year to receive a full tuition reimbursement 
in exchange for their commitment. The gov-
ernment notes that applications will open 
up to 2,500 eligible students beginning in 
Spring 2023. Students will have to commit 
to stay in an under-serviced area for two 
years after graduating their program in or-
der to be eligible.

Another aspect of the plan will be creat-
ing more seats in medical schools across the 
province, including at the Northern Ontario 
School of Medicine in order to support 
health care needs in rural and northern 
Ontario.

“This expansion is the largest in over a 
decade,” the announcement reads. 

“It includes 160 new undergraduate 
seats and 295 new postgraduate positions. 
The expansion will support all six medical 
schools across Ontario. The expansion will 
increase access to family and specialty phy-
sicians across the province further bolstering 
Ontario’s health resources.”

Also included in the government’s plan 
is to reduce registration barriers for medical 
professionals who received their creden-
tials in other countries. This would include 
amendments to the “Regulated Health Pro-
fessions Act, 1991 (RHPA)” and would 
prohibit regulatory colleges from requiring 
Canadian work experience as a qualification 
for registration, “subject to any exemptions 
provided for in accompanying regulation.”

The government will additionally make 

the PSW wage enhancement permanent 
and provide $41.4-million to support the 
clinical education component in nursing 
education programs, allowing publicly as-
sisted colleges and universities to expand 
laboratory capacity supports and hands-on 
learning for students.

The second gap the plan addresses in-
cludes the domestic production of critical 
supplies like Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE), with the government announcing it 
will aim to have a “robust” supply of PPE 
and Critical Supplies and Equipment (CSE) 
available at any given time in Ontario, ready 
for unexpected emergencies and removing 
the need to rely on “unstable” international 
supply chains. It will also seek to prohibit 
any person from selling PPE or CSE that 
was provided free of charge by the provin-
cial government to eliminate scalpers and 
those seeking to take advantage of emer-
gency situations.

Finally the provincial government has 
promised $30-billion in funding over the 
next decade to “address longstanding chal-
lenges around [hospital] bed shortages.” The 

funding seeks to increase capacity in existing 
hospitals, as well as to build new health 
care facilities and renew aging hospitals and 
community health centres. All in all, the 
government plans for 3,000 new beds to be 
created over the next 10 years.

This announcement comes days after a 
shortage of staff in Red Lake forced the clo-
sure of the Margaret Cochenour Memorial 
Hospital for 24 hours, leaving those seeking 
emergency medical care to be directed to 
Dryden, which is more than 200 kilometres 
away. A quote from Atikokan General Hos-
pital chief of staff Dr. Sara Van Der Loo in a 
CBC story reporting on the closure said that 
similar situations are “likely” across much 
of the northwest in the coming months, and 
Dr. Marc Ruppenstein of the Fort Frances 
and District Physician Recruitment and Re-
tention Committee had previously written 
a letter to Kenora-Rainy River MPP Greg 
Rickford and Thunder Bay-Rainy River MP 
Marcus Powlowski asking for both levels of 
government to address the critical shortages 
of doctors in the region.

In response to Tuesday’s announcement, 
Rickford said the government recognizes 
the need for a stronger health care system 
across the province, which is what the new 
“A Plant to Stay Open” is meant to address.

“Now more than ever, our government 
recognizes the importance of doubling down 
on our commitment to build a stronger, 
more resilient health care system that is 
ready to respond to any crisis.” Rickford 
said.

“We know that the former Liberal gov-
ernment was all talk and no action when 
it came to healthcare spending across the 
North, and our government is making the 
decision to never be caught off guard by a 
health emergency ever again.”

More from A1

for quorum and not attend 
in-camera sessions.

Coun. Wendy Brunetta 
said that while there was 
concern around the table 
about possible abuses of the 
virtual connection option for 
councillors who may not feel 
like going down to the coun-
cil chambers, she wants to 
encourage those not feeling 
well to stay home.

“It would be a good ave-
nue to use if someone can 
participate but not spread 
their germs,” Brunetta said. 
“If you’re going to participate 
electronically, there are cer-
tain criteria that you have to 
meet. And if it’s just because 
you’re out of town. Again, 
it should be maybe limited 
so you can only participate 
so many times electronically 
due to travel.”

Brunetta also suggested 
mandating the usage of head-
sets to ensure no one else is 
listening to the closed meet-
ing sessions.

Mayor June Caul’s main 
concern was participation in 
closed meetings while on a 
virtual connection and said 
multiple headsets can be 
plugged into the same device 
if necessary.

“For any in-camera ses-
sions, I strongly believe we 
should be in person for that,” 
Caul said. “ I would appre-
ciate being able to see your 
body language better and to 
have you in person speaking 
to me or anyone else on the 
council in person.”

Though somewhat con-
cerned with virtual connec-
tion, Coun. Rick Wiedenhoeft 
said he is a social being and 
wants to get together and in-
teract with his fellow council-
lors in the council chambers.

Coun. Douglas Judson sug-
gested limiting the electronic 
participation of the council 
by amending the Municipal 
Act.

“Your seat [would be] de-
clared vacant if you miss 
three months of meetings,” 
Judson said. “I would make 
that the max, and then it re-
sets after you come back. Be-
cause I think we all need to 
be here somewhat regularly.  
I think it’s been a positive 
addition. I think we should 
look at outfitting our proper 
council chamber just to bring 
more dignity to it, though.”

Lecuyer said she would 
gather some of the informa-
tion try to come up with a 
solution that she thinks will 
please everyone.

Foreign trained doctors, nurse recruitment and 
support worker wages central to new plan Council debates 

virtual meetings “Now more than ever, 
our government recog-
nizes the importance of 
doubling down on our 
commitment to build a 
stronger, more resilient 
health care system that 
is ready to respond to 
any crisis.”

- Greg Rickford

To restore the trust lost in our municipal governance due to the destruction 
of this facility we, your constituents, need to know how such a tragic and 
senseless loss of the Town’s tax base and economic future came to be with 
all of the alleged eff ort expended on our behalf. I believe a review and/ or an 
investigation by Council based on the information and documents referenced herein 
together with the information published in the Fort Frances Times (Feb. 3, 2021; May 
26, 2021; Feb. 9, 2022; Feb. 16, 2022; Feb. 23, 2022, March 2, 2022; March 9, 2022) is 
warranted and will be the start of a new future for Fort Frances.

M. Willick in his July 12, 2021 report to Mayor Caul and Council stated:

          •  “…the Minister stipulated that the wood supply in place under the SFL issued
              to Resolute would be continued into the SFL issued to BWFMC.” (Page 3).

          •  “Some were disappointed not able to undo Minister’s wood supply
              commitments and redirect fi bre to other locations as the SFL was transferred.
              However, without the assurance that wood supply commitments would be
              protected if the SFL were to be transferred, or signifi cant political intervention,
              the licence transfer to Boundary Waters Forest Management Corp. would not
              have occurred.” (Page 8).

We know the process to licence a company formed for the same purpose as 
BWFMC was not followed by corporate MNRF nor was there a transfer of the 
Crossroute Sustainable Forest Licence. These two options would not ensure 
the Minister’s condition would be met. However, both legislated options would by 
design, have encouraged the owner of the existing forest processing facility in Fort 
Frances to participate and compete for Boundary Waters Forest fi bre.

Mr. Willick in his July 12, 2021 report explained the signifi cance of these options: 
“…there have been several representations to BWFMC concerning wood supply from 
the Boundary Waters Forest. All have been rebuff ed by BWFMC because either the 
wood supply is already committed, or the proposal did not involve an investment 
in the district and simply involved hauling fi bre out of the district to be processed 
elsewhere.” Why then, did corporate MNRF allow Resolute to keep the fi bre 
and dump the Fort Frances mill? Why was corporate MNRF not challenged on 
this point?

September 10, 2020 the name of the Crossroute Sustainable Forest Licence Holder 
was amended by the Minister; BWFMC replaced Resolute FP Canada Inc. as the 
Crossroute Forest Licence Holder. Legislation outlines areas that may be amended in 
a Sustainable Forest Licence; this is not one of them. Why was corporate MNRF not 
challenged for this amendment?

The results of Mr. Howie’s Freedom of Information request confi rmed I received 
a copy of Gowling’s report on June 22, 2021. I discovered Gowling’s had reported 
the same information I had presented to Council on June 14, 2021, related to the 
missing 2017 Crossroute Independent Forest Audit report to Councillors Judson and 
McTaggart on February 2, 2019.

Where do we go from here?
The citizens of Fort Frances and surrounding communities have witnessed the destruction of a forest resource 
processing facility that included three paper machines, a Kraft mill and infrastructure developed and maintained 
over 100 years. The cost of this destruction will be borne by the citizens of Fort Frances for years to come.

Further, in a Memorandum to Mayor and Council November 8, 2021, Councillor 
Judson confi rmed Gowling’s report, attached to the originating email, was
forwarded to members of Council by CAO Mr. Brown on February 18, 2021. The 
expiry date of the Crossroute Forest Licence reviewed by Gowling was March 31, 
2022. The Crossroute Sustainable Forest Licence had been extended 10 years by 
the Order in Council on December 13, 2017. There is no mention or reference of 
this Order in Gowling’s 12 page report January 29/19 or by February 18, 2021. 
This point is critical. There are two years between the delivery of this 
report and the recirculation of this report. Why was nothing done with 
this information? It was benefi cial for the Town of Fort Frances. Councillor 
McTaggart in his February 8, 2021 email stated the Crossroute SFL had 
been surrendered.

We also know:

          •  The Restrictive Covenant Agreement signed by Resolute as part of the
              disposition process of its Fort Frances mill, confi rmed it would not have sold
              this facility to a company that intended to operate the pulp and paper mill.
              The Minister completed the licencing of BWFMC, knowing Resolute
              had no intention of selling this mill to a company wanting to process
              forest resources.

          •  Resolute has confi rmed the Crossroute Sustainable Forest Licence was
              extended to March 31, 2032 by the Minister, and that this extension was
              based on the results of the last Crossroute Independent Forest Audit
              completed by ArborVitae Environmental Services Ltd. This statement is
              consistent with the Order of Council dated December 13, 2017. There is no
              mention of Arbex Forest Resource Consultants Ltd. in either of these
              documents, even though the Legislative Library record shows the report
              being published October 2017. This information relates directly to the 10 year
              extension of the Crossroute  SFL and the validity of that extension.
              Why was this not pursued for the Town’s advantage?   

A forest resource processing facility has very little value without direct access to forest 
resources. The Fort Frances mill sold for $950,001.00 because the forest resources 
associated with this facility were by Minister’s instruction, to remain with Resolute.

Thank you.

David Kircher
807-275-7844

The process of uncoupling the Fort Frances forest resource processing 
facility from the Minister’s allocation of forest resources in the licencing 
of BWFMC is the primary reason for the destruction of this facility. 
Resolute owned and controlled the future of the Fort Frances mill. 
The forest is a public resource and a public asset and the stewards of 
this public resource corporate MNRF failed the citizens of Fort Frances, 
communities of the Rainy River District and Ontario. WHY?

Council, please help your community.

Council, we need
your help!

I am not being paid or compensated 
by any individual, business interest,
organization or political party.
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WHY
THIS?

Section 274 of the Municipal Act: Council by resolution 
can request a judicial investigation of the process that 
resulted in the destruction of the pulp and paper mill 

and the industrial tax base of the Town of Fort Frances. 
Councillors McTaggart and Judson have self-identifi ed as the select members of Council 
that worked directly with the Town’s advisors and consultants.

 Mayor Caul was not aware of the “fake” 2017 Crossroute Independent Forest Audit 
report or its signifi cance until the July 12/21 Committee of the Whole meeting.

We do not know if the remaining four Councillors – the silent majority, are fully aware of 
the entire process that led to the destruction of this forest resource processing facility- 
the mill. Therefore I present the following information for their consideration and ask 
that they join with Mayor Caul to request a judicial investigation. 

The process:  

• On February 2 2019 Councillors McTaggart and Judson received the 12 page report 
from Gowling. The law fi rm explained:

•  Independent Forest Audits are the process by which the Minister is advised of any 
non-compliance and if non-compliant the Licence would not be extended.

• Resolute’ s 2016 – 2017 Annual Report indicated a 2017 Crossroute Independent 
Forest Audit had been completed but the report was not available for their review; 
this was emphasized, as the last Crossroute Independent Forest Audit, completed by 
ArborVitae Environmental Services Ltd, was for the 2007-2012 years. 

• On page 6 of their report, Gowling confi rmed that the term of the Crossroute Forest 
Licence reviewed was from April 1 2002 to March 31 2022. 

• On May 13 2019, three months after receiving the Gowling report, Councillors 
McTaggart and Judson received, at the time, the most current copy of the Crossroute 
Sustainable Forest Licence. The term of this Crossroute Forest Licence was April 1, 
2002 to March 31 2032. The 10 year extension of this Licence granted by the 
December 2017 Order of Council had been applied.

• Two years later, on February 18 2021, the Gowling report was re-circulated to 
members of Council. The term of the Crossroute Sustainable Forest Licence 
reviewed by Gowling remained from April 1 2002 to March 31 2022.

• On September 10 2020, the Crossroute Forest Sustainable Forest Licence was 
amended. One of the amendments deleted Resolute FP Canada Inc. and inserted 
BWFMC as the new Licence Holder.

• The Crossroute Sustainable Forest Licence had not been surrendered by Resolute, 
nor had the “Town” done everything it could to avoid the destruction of the mill 
as Councillor McTaggart represented in his February 8 2021 email, previously 
published.

What is the signifi cance of all this?
The last legitimate Crossroute Independent Forest Audit was completed by ArborVitae 
Environmental Services Ltd. for the 2007 – 2012 period. This Audit report recommended 
the extension of the Crossroute Sustainable Forest Licence for another 5 years, to March 
31 2017. In fact, the Crossroute Sustainable Forest Licence was extended to March 
31 2032; a fi fteen year extension.

Gowling would have discovered this information had they reviewed the most current 
Crossroute Forest Licence delivered to Councillors McTaggart and Judson on May 13 
2019. Why did the law fi rm retained on behalf of the Town in January 2019, not 
know the Crossroute SFL had been extended to 2032 by the Order of Council 
almost two years earlier? 

Why did Councillors McTaggart and Judson not share the most current copy of the 
Crossroute Licence with Gowling? The legal report from Gowling was re-circulated 
February 18 2021 for information to members of Council. The term of the Crossroute 
Forest Licence reviewed by Gowling remained April 1 2002 to March 31 2022.

The results of the investigation will provide answers 
to these questions and more, that will lead to a brighter 

future for our community. The economic future and 
well-being of your constituents is in your hands.

Thank you,
David Kircher 
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• social tickets • note pads • full-colour fl yers 
• stickers • t-shirt transfers • placemats • menus 
• labels • colour copies • b&w copies • coupons 
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CHECK IT OUT!

116 First St. E.
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807-274-5373 
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New Business
To Do List...
✓ Business Cards & Logo Design
✓ Letterhead & Envelopes
✓ Brochures
✓ Newspaper Advertising
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Fort Frances Times 
& do it all at one place!

116 First St. E. Fort Frances 
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Several local players took part in the Thunder Bay Silver Fox 
Cancer Squash Tournament recently. The Sunset Country Squash 
players who participated placed as follows: Men’s B: Shawn Brady, 
Consolation Finalist. Men’s C: Mike Brady, Consolation finalist. 
Men’s C: Ryan Brady, Plate Runner Up. Men’s D: Aiden Jean, 
Consolation Finalist. Junior A: Julia Guertin, First Place. Junior A: 
Carter Payne, Second Place. Junior A: Hunter Jean, Third Place. 
Junior B: Jorja Guertin, Third Place.

Squashing the competition
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TO THE SILENT MAJORITY
in Council Chambers: 

Councillors Mike Behan, Wendy Brunetta, 
Rick Wiedenhoeft and Andrew Hallikas

Silence is no longer an option: 
The Town issued the demolition permits. The Town 

was represented by Councillors McTaggart and Judson 
as they worked directly with the Town’s advisors and 

consultants. Your constituents are entitled to know why 
after all the “…money spent and time and effort put into 
this fi le…” Councillor McTaggart in his February 8, 2021 

email concludes “… trust me we have worked hard 
not to end up where we are but here we are.”

• The Liberal Cabinet (Wynne) on December 13 2017, granted 
corporate MNRF’s request to extend the Crossroute SFL to 
March 31st, 2032. 

• June 2018, the Ford Conservatives won the provincial election 
and formed an entirely new Cabinet that had no reason to 
review the history or status of the Crossroute SFL.

• A “working group” was formed December 2018 – January 
2019 to deal with the mill/wood rights issues and concerns. 
Councillors McTaggart and Judson have self- identifi ed as being 
the select members of Council to work directly with the Town’s 
advisors and consultants.

• By February 2, 2019, Councillors McTaggart and Judson had 
received Gowling’s legal opinion. The law fi rm was asked to 
determine if Resolute was in compliance with the terms and 
conditions of the Crossroute SFL and applicable legislation. 
To answer this question Gowling reviewed the Crossroute SFL 
having a term of April 1, 2002 to March 31, 2022.

• On February 25, 2019, Council, by resolution, expressed concern 
that the Fort Frances mill would be demolished and by default, 
Resolute would retain the rights to the Crossroute fi bre. To 
support this position a copy of the Crossroute SFL was included 
in meeting Agenda. The term of this Crossroute SFL was also  
April 1, 2002 to March 31 2022.

• Councillors McTaggart and Judson received a copy of the most 
current Crossroute SFL having a term of April 1, 2002 to 
March 31, 2032, attached to an email from M. Willick on 
May 13, 2019. NOTE: there is no evidence that McTaggart or 
Judson shared the extension of the term of the Crossroute SFL 
to March 31, 2032 with Gowling.

• On April 1, 2020, the Sapawe and Crossroute Forests were 
merged to form the new Boundary Waters Forest. Boundary 
Waters Forest Management Corp. (BWFMC), took over the 
management of this Forest under the single Crossroute SFL 
having a term extended by the Wynne Cabinet to March 31, 
2032.

• On September 10, 2020 the Crossroute SFL was amended by 
deleting all reference to the Fort Frances pulp and paper mill 
and; BWFMC replaced Resolute FP Canada Inc.as the Licence 
Holder of the Crossroute SFL. 

• From January 21, 2021 to January 28, 2021 I presented 
information in several emails to Councillor McTaggart. The 
information presented supported my request for Council 
to suspend the demolition permits issued for the paper 
machines building and the Kraft Mill pending the results of an 
investigation.

• Councillor McTaggart in his February 8, 2021 email response 
represented Resolute had surrendered the Crossroute SFL as 
part of the licencing process of BWFMC. 

Resolute, in two separate emails stated, the Crossroute SFL was 
extended on February 27, 2018 (the date the Order in Council was 
applied to the Licence); and that this extension was granted from 
the results of the last Crossroute Independent Forest Audit report 
completed by ArborVitae Environmental Services Ltd. 

We know Councillors McTaggart and Judson, on May 13, 2019, 
received the updated version of the Crossroute SFL extended to 
March 31, 2032, however, there is no evidence they shared this 
information with Gowling.

In his November 8, 2021 Memo, Councillor Judson confi rms the 
Gowling report was re-circulated for information to members 
of Council on February 18, 2021, still attached to the original 
February 2, 2019 email. The recirculation of the Gowling report is 
clear evidence that Gowling had no idea the Crossroute SFL had 
been extended by the 2017 Order in Council.

Councillors McTaggart and Judson received the extended 
Crossroute SFL three months after the Gowling report; they did 
not instruct Gowling to include the updated SFL in their review. 
In addition, two years later the Gowling report was re-circulated 
to members of Council, for information. The representation then 
to those members of Council was that the information presented 
in the Gowling report remained accurate and relevant. It wasn’t 
accurate or relevant in 2019 and certainly not in 2021.

The foregoing information is directly related to the Licencing 
of BWFMC. This process started under the Wynne Liberals and 
ended under the Ford Conservatives; there was no political 
intervention. An investigation under Section 274 of the Municipal 
Act is more than warranted and required to help our community 
restore its economic future.

Thank you,
David Kircher

WHY

THIS?

A Moment  of  Record
TAKEN FROM THE PAGES OF THE RAINY RIVER RECORD MAY 28, 1936

Tables set for 100 at 
district Teachers

banquet and dance
On Saturday the I.O.O.F. hall will 
be the scene of a monster banquet 
set for the Federation of the Women 
Teachers of Ontario and the Public 
School Men Teachers Federation to 
begin at 5.30 p.m.
 There are one hundred and eighteen 
teachers employed in this district, 
however, a few are not expected to be 
present, so therefore tables are being 
placed for one hundred. This is the 
 rst spring banquet that the teachers 
of this district have had and they 
will come from all points as far east 
as Mine Centre. After business is 
conferred upon the banquet will take 
place, and later they will conclude 
the evening with a dance.

Cliff Millsap purchases 
bakery and confectionery 
business of C. V. Browning
Cliff Millsap has recently purchased 
the Rainy River Bakery and 
Confectionery business owned and 
operated by Mr C. V. Browning, and 
will take possession on of the same 
on June 1st.
 This is an old established business, 
and has been operated success fully 
for a number of years.
 Cliff, the new proprietor, is well 
known in the district, having resided 
here for 19 years, and is held in high 
esteem. Therefore, he should merit 
the entire support of the community.
The ‘Record’ extends its best wishes 
to the new proprietor, who as a 
young man will doubtless strive to 
give the best of service and quality 
to his many patrons.
 We wish him every success in his 
new venture.

Favours hiring 
by psychology

London, Ont. - Because the breadth 
of eyebrows will not reveal what 
mental wheels are turning behind 
them, Dr. D. J. Wilson, psychologist 
on the staff of the University of 
Western Ontario recently offered 
business men a scienti c substitute 
for their old fashioned eyebrows, to 
test the worth of their prospective 
employees.
 It is psychological gold bricks the 
gullible business men are buying 
when they think they can judge the 
character and the ability of their 
prospective employees by the colour 
of their hair, or the slant of their 
noses, said Dr. Wilson.
 He offered them, instead, 
psychology - at a price. He told the 
students that business men must see 
to it that research in psychology is 
made possible, just as is research in 
other sciences.
 The only exception he made was in 
the hiring of beautiful girls. It didn’t 
need a psychologist, he conceded, 
to give advice on that question. It is 
obviously good practice, he agreed, to 
hire beautiful girls for the ranks of the 
employees who must meet the public.
 He even offered them psychology 
to advise them how to pay their 
employees. It makes a difference 
whether a man gets his money once 
a week or once a month. Some 
like it monthly, others weekly. The 
psychologist can advise on the 
subject, especially if his research 
opportunities are improved.

Wednesday early closing 
beginning next week

Once again the summer months have 
come around and during June, July 
and August all of ces and stores will 
close at 1 p.m. every Wednesday for 
a half-day holiday.

Softball schedule 
in full sway

Friday evening the High School 
stowed away their  rst league game 
with victory when the defeated 
the Married Men by a score which 
rested somewhere in the vicinity of 
36-3. The younger squad held sway 
throughout and the men were unable 
to handle the ball as effectively.
 However, on Tuesday, before a large 
crowd of fans (who gratefully upheld 
the unerring Clerks???) the High 
School went down into the land of 
the defeated - score 16-9. The Clerks 
were a little doubtful about their 
opponents until after the  rst inning 
when they felt sure that they would 
not suffer defeat.
 Tomorrow evening the Single Men 
tackle the Married Men. The S.M. 
should stack up their second victory 
on this date.
 Tuesday next the Married Men will 
combat the Clerks.
 Max Flamand, Clerk’s manager, 
asserted “I’m out to get that free 
banquet; there’s nothing to stop the 
Clerks.”
 What do you think, Mr. Fan?

Canada averse 
to joining up 

with neighbour
British Empire link still holds  rmly
The proposal of Democratic 
Representative Sirovich in 
Washington last Thursday that 
Canada and Newfoundland unite 
with and become a part of the United 
States met with no support among 
public men in Canada and many 
refused to comment on it.
 ‘Few of us will take it seriously’, 
said Premier Angus Macdonald 
of Nova Scotia while the veteran 
parliamentarian and former minister, 
Senator George P. Graham, said at 
Ottawa, ‘We are really too busy’ to 
take on any additional problems such 
as those facing the United States.

Hepburn Opposed
Premier Mitchell Hepburn of 
Ontario, said much as he admired 
and enjoyed the friendship of the 
people of the United States, he was 
not prepared to support a movement 
toward  union with that country. 
He preferred remaining within the 
British Empire.
 ‘I do not think it will come in our 
time,’ said Hon. W. R. Motherwell, 
former minister of agriculture.

Catches 30 lb. trout
Whilst at the Lakes last week, Mr. E. 
D. Calvert went in for some  shing, 
and succeeded in landing a 30 lb 
trout. Mr. Calvert uses a barbless 
hook so it naturally required some 
engineering to get this 30-pounder 
in. However he played around with 
it, and after  ve hours the  sh was 
landed.

Time
The time of day, I do not tell
As some do, by the clock,
Or by the distant chiming bell
Set on the steeple top
But by the progress that I see
In what I have to do
It’s either done o’clock to me
Or only half past through.

– J. K. Bangs

More from A1

He said he thinks it’s impor-
tant that leaders respond to the 
anxiety that families face daily.

“Ontario Liberals will make 
life more affordable in a series 
of ways, starting with the reduc-
tion in the price at the pumps 
by reducing the fuel tax and the 
gas tax,” said Del Duca.”

During the leader’s debate 
last Monday, Progressive Con-

servative leader Doug Ford said 
Del Duca and the other party 
leaders are in favour of the 
carbon tax.

“You’re all in favour of hiking 
the gas tax,” Ford said. “We’re 
the only party that’s going to 
cut taxes.”

Mike Schreiner, leader of the 
Ontario Greens suggested Ford 
consider electric vehicles.

“If you want to make trans-
portation affordable for people, 

let’s get Big Oil out of people’s 
pockets,” said Schreiner. “You 
can save $2,000 a year driving 
an electric vehicle, so let’s make 
it affordable for the average 
person to own them.”

CBC projects Doug Ford to 
return as Ontario’s premier. As 
of Wednesday morning, the 
PCs are projected to win 73 
seats. Parties need 63 for a 
majority. 

The race for the official op-

position is tightly-contested, 
with the New Democrats pro-
jected to win 27 seats, and the 
Liberals 23. The Greens are 
polling at 6.7 per cent, and are 
projected to take one seat.

Advance voting is open until 
May 28 with venues open from 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Voting day is officially June 
2. For information where and 
how to vote, visit electionson-
tario.ca.

Press release

On May 22, 2022 at approximately 
3:20 pm members of the Ontario Pro-
vincial Police (OPP) Dryden Detachment 
received a report of an individual in need 
of assistance at the Wabigoon River in the 
City of Dryden.

Members of the OPP responded with the 
assistance of Northwest Emergency Medi-
cal Services (EMS) and Dryden Fire Service 
(DFS). Officers located the individual in 
the water of the Wabigoon River. Three 
officers entered into the river to rescue the 
person from the cold, rushing water. The 
individual was brought back to shore and 
transported to the hospital by EMS. As a 

result of the quick response by officers, the 
individual did not suffer any injuries. 

This incident could have turned out very 
differently if not for the timely response 
by all Emergency Services. Dryden OPP is 
reminding the public to follow important 
safety measures if venturing out onto frigid 
waterways:

Always wear a lifejacket or PFD. Many 
deaths on our waterways each year could 
have been prevented if the individual was 
wearing a personal floatation device.

Review the 1-10-1 Rule for cold water 
immersion and have a plan for if you be-
come submerged. It is important to note 
that effects of hypothermia can begin 
within one hour and help may not be avail-

able in that time.
Download the What 3 Words app. This 

app is already being used by the OPP 
Provincial Communications Centre for its 
precise coordinates, which prove more ac-
curate than traditional GPS. Downloading 
the app before you head out is strongly ad-
vised, as signal may not be strong enough 
to download the app after needing life-sav-
ing assistance.

Stay connected. Keep your phone in a 
waterproof case and always ensure it is 
fully charged before heading out. It is im-
portant to note that not all locations in OPP 
jurisdiction have cell phone service. Do 
your research, talk to locals and consider a 
satellite phone.

Gas prices a priority for party candidates

Man rescued from rushing water
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Happy 
60th 

Birthday 
Mom/Gramma

We love you! 

Love Jordan, 
Brian, Bristol, 

Mackenzie & Dylan

Happy 90th  Birth day 
Dor lee n Godbout (McEvoy)

Our mom married our dad Gaston in 1952, a wonderful man 
who left us too soon. Together they had 7 children, Joey, Sherry, 

Vince (Butch), Jami, Mishelle, Rick and Rod, 18 grandchildren, 
34 great grandchildren and 3 great-great grandchildren.

Nothing is better than family, we love you mom!

A FREE CONCERT FEATURING 

Twin Flames
Friday July 1st, 2:00 pm

at THE DUKE
Couchiching First Nation

Indie rock, synth rock, and folk-pop are just a few of the ways critics 
have tried to label the music of Twin Flames. From the beginning, 
husband and wife duo Chelsey June and Jaaji have chosen to let their 
music speak for itself. And when considered alongside the nearly 30 
various music awards and nominations they have accumulated over 
the past six years as Twin Flames, it is obvious they have something 
special going on.

Fun in the Sun presents

BRING
A LAWN
CHAIR!

ALL ARE
WELCOME! Friday July 1st, 2:00 pm

at THE DUKE
Couchiching First Nation

Indie rock, synth rock, and folk-pop are just a few of the ways critics 
have tried to label the music of Twin Flames. From the beginning,
husband and wife duo Chelsey June and Jaaji have chosen to let their 
music speak for itself. And when considered alongside the nearly 30 
various music awards and nominations they have accumulated over 
the past six years as Twin Flames, it is obvious they have something 
special going on.

m
BRING

A LAAAAWNWNWNWNWNWNWNWNWNWNWNWNWNWNWNNN
CCCCHCHCHCHCHCHCHCHCHCHCHCHCHCHAAAAAIAIR!

ALL ARE
WELCOME!

CONCERT POSTPONED

UNTIL MONDAY SEPTEMBER 5TH

TO: Councillors Hallikas, Behan, 
Brunetta, and Wiedenhoeft.
As you know Councillor Judson, after reading my Letter to the Editor published in the 
Fort Frances Times on June 8, 2022, put forward a motion to ”launch the costly judicial 
investigation under section 274 of the Municipal Act, 2001, that Mr. Kircher envisions (again, 
for which the municipality has no legal authority).” He invited any member of Council to 
second this motion by 6:00 pm Friday, June 17.

Councillor Judson explained that this was “a courtesy to Mr. Kircher and the newspaper 
which continues to benefi t from the proceeds of crime by selling him advertisements 
containing the illegally-obtained municipal property.”

In closing Councillor Judson said “I trust, if no one is willing to second the resolution, or it is 
seconded but not adopted, that Mr. Kircher can then start libeling members of Council other 
than myself and Councillor McTaggart in his illegal advertisements for the remainder of the 
term.”

Mayor Caul suggested that Councillor Judson’s motion to launch the costly judicial 
investigation be brought to a Council meeting. In response to this suggestion Councillor 
Judson advised the procedural bylaw require motions be submitted in writing signed 
by a mover and a seconder. As such the motions are not Council business until they are 
signed by the said sponsors of the motion. I know Mayor Caul had previously tried to 
obtain support from members of Council to second a similar motion. She could not 
fi nd any support from members of Council.

In closing Councillor Judson advised Mayor Caul that “This fi asco was commenced by your 
actions in June 2021. If you’d like to put Mr. Kircher’ s conspiracy theory to rest, please identify 
a councillor to second his requested resolution so it can be soundly defeated.” On June 16, 
2022 I emailed members of Council information that supported Councillor Judson’s 
motion. The deadline was Friday, June 17 at 6:00 pm. No member of Council to date 
has seconded this motion moved by Councillor Judson.

I would now like to reiterate why I believe an investigation under 
section 274 1(a) of the Municipal Act 2001 is warranted:

• Gowling delivered a draft opinion dated January 28, 2019 to Ms. Drysdale Economic 
Development Offi cer. Gowling clearly indicated the information in this report 
was intended for the named recipient ( Ms. Drysdale) and may be privileged or 
confi dential.

• Ms. Drysdale chose to share this draft opinion with others thereby waiving any 
privilege.

• This draft opinion included Gowling’s review of the Crossroute SFL expiring 
March 2022. 

• The draft opinion was re-circulated to members of Council February 18, 2021. 
The expiration date of the Crossroute SFL reviewed by Gowling remained as March 
2022.

• On February 25, 2019, Council passed a Motion that included a copy of the 
Crossroute SFL to support the claims and concerns presented in this Motion. The 
Crossroute SFL was referenced six different times. The expiry date of the Crossroute 
SFL in the Agenda package was March 2022.

• I received an email from Councillor McTaggart on February 8, 2021 advising me 
that Resolute had surrendered the Crossroute SFL and an eSFL was put in place for 
Boundary Waters Forest Management Company (BWFMC).

• Mayor Caul received a copy of the 2017 Crossroute IFA report from BWFMC 
on June 1, 2021. This report was allegedly completed by Arbex Forest Resource 
Consultants and published October 2017.

• June 14, 2021 I presented to Council a comparison of the Crossroute IFA report 
allegedly completed by Arbex to the Big Pic IFA report completed by Arbex that I 
had downloaded from the MNRF website. I concluded the quality and integrity of 
the Big Pic IFA report was signifi cantly superior to the 2017 Crossroute IFA 
report delivered to Mayor Caul.

• The results of the FOI confi rmed I received a copy of the draft Gowling report 
on June 22, 2021- 8 days after my presentation to Council above. I discovered 
Gowling had found reference to a 2017 Crossroute Audit but the report was not 
public - two years earlier.

• The Crossroute SFL had been extended to March 2032 by the Provincial 
Government’s Order in Council back in December 2017. Two independent Forest 
Audit reports were included in corporate MNRF’s request to Cabinet to extend the 
Crossroute SFL and the wood allocations therein to Resolute for an additional 10 
years to March 2032. Both of these Audit reports were completed by ArborVitae 
Environmental Services Ltd. and covered the 2002 – 2007 and 2007 – 2012 years. 
In an email October 25, 2021 Resolute confi rmed this information. The 
extension of this SFL did not include a 2017 Independent Forest Audit report 
from any Audit Company.

• I believe this was the beginning of the fi asco Councillor Judson alluded to in his 
recent email to Mayor Caul.

On May 13 2019 Councillors McTaggart and Judson received a copy of the Crossroute 
SFL last amended on February 27 2018. This amendment extended the Crossroute 
SFL and the wood allocated therein to Resolute until 2032.  Gowling did not review 
this Crossroute SFL. The resolution of Council on February 25 2019 did not include 
the Crossroute SFL expiring in March 2032; nor did Council bother to update their 
constituents. Why was this information withheld from your constituents?

Please advise.
Thank you,
David Kircher

By Allan Bradbury
Staff Writer
abradbury@fortfrances.com

Last Friday, Kenora-Rainy 
River MPP Greg Rickford was 
sworn in as the Minister of 
Northern Development and 
Minister of Indigenous Affairs. 
He says being able to focus on 
these two areas will help him in 
constituency work.

“I take a great deal of pride 
in the fact that we had such 
great support from the constit-
uents,” Rickford said. “Moving 
forward, I represent the inter-
ests of everyone who lives in 
Kenora-Rainy River and that’s a 
tremendous responsibility.” 

Before the election earlier 
this month, Rickford also held 
the portfolios of what are now 
the Ministry of Mines and the 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry. Those two port-
folios have been taken over by 
George Pirie, MPP for Timmins 
and Graydon Smith, MPP for 

Parry Sound-Muskoka respec-
tively.

Rickford says he appreciates 
the chance he has to serve con-
stituents with the portfolios he’s 
continuing in.

“It’s always a privilege to 
serve at the pleasure of the Pre-
mier in the Executive Council,” 

Rickford said. “I’ve held a num-
ber of different ministries over 
the course of the previous four 
years. I’m particularly happy 
and humbled by the oppor-
tunities that we have moving 
forward born from my swearing 
in last week.”

Rickford says it makes sense 
that mining should go to Pirie 
who has experience in the area 
where the government plans to 
develop the Ring of Fire mining 
project. 

“One of the things that comes 
with having so much success, 
for example, in mining, is that 
there’s a great opportunity to 
shore up communities with de-
velopment capacity to be able 
to handle that,” Rickford said. 
“And the premier, rightly in 
my view, wanted someone with 
particular expertise to focus on 
that.”

He also says that he feels like 
the two ministries he has now 
he really feels passionate about 
and the two go hand-in-hand.

“Indigenous Affairs is a pas-
sion of mine,” Rickford said. 
“It’s something that has been 
with me for my entire political 
career. It has played an impor-
tant role in my previous profes-
sional capacities as a nurse and 
as a lawyer, so that’s very near 
and dear to me. To be the Min-
ister of two different ministries, 
there’s synergies between the 
two of them and then there’s 
points of separation. But I’m 
happy to have the opportunity 
to focus on these opportunities.

In a statement issued Friday 
after the swearing-in ceremony, 
the Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) affirmed its commit-
ment to working with Rickford 
towards advancement of Métis 

rights in Ontario.
“We look forward to contin-

uing to work with Ontario on a 
government-to-government ba-
sis to address issues of critical 
importance to our citizens and 
ultimately make Ontario stron-
ger,” said MNO President Mar-
garet Froh. “We welcome the 
opportunity to meet with this 
new Government in the coming 
weeks to discuss how we can 
work together to advance our 
joint priorities during the up-
coming term. We would like to 
congratulate Minister Rickford 
on his renewed appointment 
and we look forward to moving 
forward together to best serve 
the citizens of the MNO.” 

Rickford says that he knows 

he is responsible to the whole 
province in his ministerial roles 
but he will leverage those roles 
to help constituents of Ke-
nora-Rainy River.

“I’m a minister of the crown 
and responsible to the whole 
province of Ontario, my con-
tributions to cabinet and my 
portfolios,” he said. “But I never 
miss an opportunity to leverage 
my cabinet positions for the 
benefit of the communities and 
the people of my riding, and 
that won’t change. I think that 
the portfolios that I have put 
me in a really good position,-
maybe even a stronger position 
to focus on those things moving 
forward.”

More from A1

for the town, says the steep 
rent increase was a shock.

“This whole situation just 
came out of the blue and quite 
frankly, we weren’t prepared 
because we never expected it 
to come to this,” she says. “All 
we could do was just move 
forward.”

Dawber says the library had 
13 days between the time it 
received the letter and the time 
the board had to make a deci-
sion on what to do. They had 
less than two weeks to find a 
new building.

Thankfully, Judi Helgeson, 
who owns and operates All Sew 
— a fabric store across the street 
— was already looking to retire 
and move out of the building.

“We spoke with her and we 
were able to come to terms,” 
says Dawber. “We’re extremely 
grateful for her help.”

The All Sew building is 
smaller than the library’s cur-
rent one, and will likely need a 
few renovations.

“It’s doing the best you can 
in a not-a-great situation,” says 
Mayor Ewald. “People value 
the library, so the community is 
behind it.”

“Many people have been 
speaking out in support of ‘the 
town must continue to have a 
library’ because we’re so well 
used and so needed. People 
have made that very clear,” 
says Dawber. “We’re very grate-
ful to the community for the 
support they’ve been giving us.”

He says many have volun-
teered to help move, and some 
have offered equipment as well. 
The library will need the most 
volunteers on July 27 and 28, 
which is when Dawber says the 
bulk of the move will be. He 
says they are also in desperate 
need of packing materials — 
newspapers, bubble wrap, etc. 
The library needs to pack over 
20,000 items plus antiques, 
equipment, and various other 
things.

As it stands, the library’s last 
day at their current building 
will be Tuesday, July 26. They 
are to reopen at their new loca-
tion a week later on Tuesday, 
August 2.

The library’s Facebook post 
says there are safety issues with 
the building they’re leaving.

“They’ve done air testing, 
and it’s not very good,” says 
Mayor Ewald. “So until that 
stuff is fixed, it’s really not safe 
for the employees or the public 
to use it long term.”

Dawber says there are two 
other tenants in the same 
building — ServiceOntario, and 
the Northwestern Health Unit 
(NWHU).  

The NWHU says they have 
not been informed of a rent 
increase, but have decided to 
move their office space to the 
Rainy Health Centre over the 
next few months.

When asked if ServiceOn-
tario is affected by the same 
rate increase or might need to 
relocate, Ellen Samek of the 
Ministry of Government and 
Consumer Services gave the 
following response:

“ServiceOntario is continuing 
to ensure exceptional service 
both in-person and online, in 
Rainy River and communities 
across the province. In addi-
tion to using physical locations, 
Ontarians can now also easily 
and quickly access 40 services 
online right from the comfort of 
their homes.”

Rickford confident he can serve constituents as portfolio changes

MPP Greg Rickford

Town rallies around library as 
it faces unexpected rent crisis


