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August 23, 2026 
 
 
Insp. Jim Mills 
Detachment Commander 
Ontario Provincial Police 
Rainy River District Detachment 
901 Sunset Drive 
Fort Frances, ON  P9A 2T2 
 
Via Email (jim.d.mills@opp.ca) 
 
 
Dear Insp. Mills: 
 
Re: Further Information in Support of Investigation into the Township of Emo 

 
As you know, we represent Borderland Pride. 
 
We write further to our letter, dated August 9, 2026, in which we requested a police investigation 
into at least $34,151 in donations raised online for the stated benefit of the Township of Emo and 
its taxpayers. The municipal integrity commissioner confirmed that some of those funds were 
deposited into Mayor Harold McQuaker’s personal bank account. The Township has no record of 
receiving the balance, notwithstanding that the funds were solicited from members of the public 
in its name and for its benefit. 
 
You confirmed receipt of our letter on August 11, 2026. The Ontario Provincial Police 
subsequently confirmed to the media that it is looking into the concerns we raised. We therefore 
write to provide additional information and evidence that may assist your investigation. 
 
First, enclosed are copies of text messages between Mayor McQuaker and Michael Keller, one 
of the administrators of the crowdfunding campaigns. In those messages, Mr. Keller confirmed 
the shipment of a package to Mayor McQuaker. The package is believed to have contained the 
cheque for $5,300.65 that Mayor McQuaker was photographed holding at the municipal office in 
December 2024. 
 
These records were produced by the Township in response to a freedom of information request. 
Their presence in the Township’s records—and their production in response to a request 
concerning the crowdfunding proceeds—is further evidence that the communications and funds 
were understood to relate to the Township and Mayor McQuaker’s public office, rather than to a 
private transaction between Messrs. Keller and McQuaker. 
 
Second, enclosed are text messages exchanged between our office and Mr. Keller on August 23, 
2026. In those messages, Mr. Keller states that he sent approximately $5,300 to Mayor McQuaker 
and $5,000 to the Emo Public Library. The latter assertion warrants verification, as the 
municipality has advised that it has no record of receiving these funds. 
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More significantly, Mr. Keller’s crowdfunding campaign raised at least $20,945. In his messages 
to our office, Mr. Keller appears to acknowledge retaining some or all of the remaining proceeds 
for himself, contrary to the stated purpose of his fundraising campaign. When pressed for the 
location of the funds, Mr. Keller stopped responding. Regardless, his admission raises an obvious 
question as to what became of funds solicited from donors on the representation that they were 
being raised for the benefit of the Township and its taxpayers. The implication is that he may have 
defrauded donors in the name of the municipality. 
 
Based on corporate records we have obtained, Mr. Keller is believed to reside at 765-B Riverside 
Drive, Fredericton, New Brunswick, E3A 8R1. His telephone number is 506-259-7638, and his 
last known email address is town.emoon.fight@gmail.com. We trust that the investigating officers 
will liaise with the appropriate police service in New Brunswick as necessary. 
 
Finally, we enclose our letter to Emo’s council, dated August 12, 2026, requesting that council 
formally adopt a resolution supporting the police investigation and the recovery of any funds that 
were raised for the municipality but not remitted to it. 
 
Section 12.0 of the Township’s procedural by-law requires that correspondence be referred to 
council at its next regular meeting. When council considers our request, any member with a 
pecuniary interest in the disposition of the missing funds will be required to disclose that interest 
and refrain from participating, pursuant to the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act. We therefore 
suggest that the minutes, recording, declarations of interest, and other records arising from 
council’s consideration of our correspondence may identify additional evidence, witnesses, or 
lines of inquiry relevant to your investigation. 
 
Taken together, the information presently available appears to establish that substantial sums 
were solicited from members of the public for the stated benefit of the Township; that at least one 
payment was delivered directly to the Mayor and deposited into his personal account; that the 
Township has no record of receiving substantial additional proceeds; and that one campaign 
administrator now appears to acknowledge personally retaining a portion of the money raised, 
which was not its stated purpose. We respectfully ask that these matters be investigated fully, 
including the ultimate disposition of all funds raised through the campaigns. 
 
Please feel free to contact us if you require any further information, records, or assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
JUDSON HOWIE LLP 

 
Douglas W. Judson 
 
Encl. Letter from the Corporation of the Township of Emo, dated March 2, 2026; 
 Letter to Mayor and Council of the Township of Emo, dated August 12, 2026; 
 Text Messages from Michael Keller, dated August 23, 2026 
 
C. Mayor and Council, Township of Emo, Via Email (cao@emo.ca); 

The Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs, Via Email (minister.mah@ontario.ca); 
 The Hon. Greg Rickford, MPP for Kenora—Rainy River, Via Email (greg.rickfordco@pc.ola.org) 
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August 12, 2026 

 
Mayor and Council 
Township of Emo 
P.O. Box 520 
Emo, ON  P0W 1E0  Via Email (cao@emo.ca) 

 
Dear Mayor and Council: 
 
Re: Will You Support a Police Investigation into Your Missing Donations? 

 
We represent Borderland Pride. 
 
In our August 9 letter, we notified the Township of Emo that we had asked the Rainy River District 
Detachment Commander of the Ontario Provincial Police to investigate the nearly $35,000 raised through 
GiveSendGo and GoFundMe in the name of, and for the benefit of, the Township and its taxpayers. 
 
On August 11, council received a report from the integrity commissioner confirming that approximately 
$5,300 of those funds were paid to Mayor Harold McQuaker and deposited into his personal bank 
account. That report also establishes that McQuaker has known of concerns about his receipt of those 
funds since early 2025. He has not returned them to the Township. 
 
More troubling still, approximately $30,000 remains unaccounted for. The Township’s freedom of 
information disclosures confirm that it has received none of that money. So where did it go? 
 
The information available suggests that either additional crowdfunding proceeds were received by 
persons associated with the Township, or money solicited from donors was never used for its stated 
purpose—essentially, that your donors were scammed. Either possibility warrants a police investigation. 
  
These circumstances raise serious Criminal Code offences, including theft, fraud, breach of trust, breach 
of trust by a public officer, theft by a person required to account, and municipal corruption. 
 
We therefore ask council to adopt a resolution formally advising the OPP that the Township supports 
a police investigation into the receipt, disposition, and whereabouts of all crowdfunding proceeds 
raised in its name or for its benefit. 
 
This should be an easy decision. Nearly $35,000 was raised in your name. The Township received 
none of it. More than $5,300 went to the Mayor. Approximately $30,000 remains unexplained. If 
council will not support an investigation, taxpayers and donors are entitled to ask what council knows 
about where the money went—and why it does not want the police to find out. 
 
We remind you that any member of council with a pecuniary interest in these funds must comply with the 
Municipal Conflict of Interest Act, including its disclosure and recusal requirements. 
 
Your donors and taxpayers deserve answers. Council should be demanding them too. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
JUDSON HOWIE LLP 

 
Douglas W. Judson 


