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INSIDE 

Tess Coish of Tess’s 
Kitchen is famous for her 
tastes-like-home cooking 
and her involvement in 
many different fundraisers,  
and along the way she’s 
made many – sometimes 
even famous – friends.

Queen of 
cooking

The Fort Frances Mu-
seum and Cultural centre is 
currently working to revive 
Culturama, and is seeking 
committee members and 
volunteers to help make for 
another successful event.

Culturama 
rides again?

They’re heeere. Fort 
Frances residents have been 
experiencing increased run-
ins with pests like rats in re-
cent years, and Mark Pent-
ney is the man to call when 
it comes time to deal with 
them in your own home.

Rats!

See story on
B3 

See story on
A2 

See story on
B1 

A1

Ministry of Environment Licensed and Approved Facility
• Insurance Company Recommended • Lifetime Paint Warranty

• Complete Autoglass Replacement

“Our reputation 
is your guarantee”

Call 807-274-4400
• After Hours: 807-274-5497 

• Email: ryellowega@hotmail.com
990 McIrvine Road, Fort Frances, Ontario P9A 3W5

When things happen. Come and see us.

OOPS!!! RON’S AUTO BODY

By Allan Bradbury
Staff Writer
abradbury@fortfrances.com

The Fort Frances Chamber of 
Commerce has plans to help fam-
ilies have fun spending time to-
gether this winter. 

Some of the usual Family Day 
events, like the movie night, won’t 
be held this year because of COVID 
restrictions but they do have other 
activities for kids and their families 
and something else for adults.

There are two take-home kits, 
one from the The Fort Frances 
Library Technology Centre, and 
another from the Fort Frances Mu-
seum and Cultural Centre. Both 
kits will be available for pickup on 
Tuesday, Feb. 22. 

The library will have an activity 
called “Fishing for Ice.” Heather 
Johnson, Chamber of Commerce 
Director says the activities will be 
great for families.

“This is a STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering & Mathemat-
ics) activity,” Johnson said. “All the 
families who pick up a kit will be 
entered in a draw for a basket of 
goodies.”

The second kit is a snow paint-
ing kit available from the museum. 

This kit involves some competition. 
Families are encouraged to make 
a snow sculpture of a fish and use 
the kit to paint their fish. After fish 
sculptures are completed, families 
can send a photo of their sculpture 
to the museum at ffmuseum@fort-
frances.ca for judging. First, second, 
and third place prizes will be cho-
sen, as well as another draw for 
anyone who picks up a kit. 

The third option the Chamber is 
offering is aimed more at an older 
age group but families can com-
pete as well. It will be a medallion 
hunt among the businesses of Fort 
Frances. 

“Families or individuals will   
decipher clues to find the hid-
den medallion in downtown Fort 
Frances,” Johnson said. “One clue 
a day will be posted on the Cham-
ber Facebook, Chamber webpage 
and hopefully the Destination Fort 
Frances Facebook and webpage. 
The grand prize is $500.00 in local 
Gift Certificates.”

All of these events are being 
held in parallel with Destination 
Fort Frances’ Drill and Chill on-
line ice fishing derby Feb. 19-27. 
For more information about that 
you can visit the Destination Fort 
Frances Facebook page. 

By Merna Emara
Staff Writer
memara@fortfrances.com

The Administration and Finance 
Executive Committee discussed a 
preliminary budget for corporate, 
emergency services and adminis-
tration and finance, and an item 
that was heavily discussed was a 
forecasted increase in legal and 
integrity commissioner costs.

Town treasurer Dawn Galusha 
made a presentation to the com-
mittee, presenting budget forecasts 
and their actuals in previous years. 
Galusha penciled in $55,000 in 
integrity commissioner costs. This 
is a 9,900 per cent increase from 
the $5,000 budget in 2021. 

Galusha’s estimate comes af-
ter the integrity commissioner bill 
reached about $40,000 in 2021, 
following investigation of com-
plaints submitted against Coun. 
Douglas Judson and Fort Frances 
Mayor June Caul. 

This came in the form of two 
bills from Darrell Matson. The 
first bill, $18,636.53, was for legal 
services sought from Aird & Berlis 
LLP. The other bill, $17,613.97, 
was for labour services to pro-
duce the report submitted when 
an anonymous complaint was filed 
against Judson. The complaint 
filed, also anonymously, against 
Caul cost the town about $6,000. 

“We have increased our esti-
mate for integrity Commissioner 
costs as well as legal and under 
the mayor and council section,” 
Galusha said. “We kept consistent 
with some of the other things such 
as Point Park litigation.”

The integrity commissioner com-
ponent was added to municipalities 
in 2019 when council passed a 
bylaw to adopt a Code of Conduct 
for council members, local boards 
and committees of the Corporation 
of the Town of Fort Frances. Paul 
S. Heayn was appointed, and will 
be on contract with the town until 
December 2022. 

Since then, the town has been 
including a budget for the integrity 
commissioner services.  

Galusha said when the bylaw 
was added in 2019, the town bud-
geted $10,000. Galusha said in 

2019, the town only spent $600. 
During the meeting, Judson said 

council has to deal with this at a 
policy level to provide some con-
sistency. 

“Three things come to mind,” 
Judson said. “The integrity com-
missioner is also our closed meet-
ing investigator. It’s also my un-
derstanding that the provincial 
Ombudsman provides this service 
without fee. I don’t know why 
we’re using a contracted service 
provider when we can get the ser-
vice done from another provider 
for free.”

Judson also said council has 
never done a request for proposal 
(RFP) for the integrity commis-
sioner service, adding that council 
chose a service provider based on 
the recommendation of the former 
clerk and CAO.

“I don’t know what the basis 
was for that selection, but it’s my 
understanding in speaking to other 
municipal representatives that 
there are providers that offer the 
service on a fixed annual fee ba-
sis,” he added. “That’s something 
we should be looking at in the near 
future.”

Judson explained that these 
costs could be avoided in the 
future. He said that most of the 
budget from the previous year was 
consumed by a single complaint 
that took over 11 months and 
$36,000 in fees because the Integ-
rity Commissioner recused himself 
and appointed a second person 
who then retained Bay Street law 
firm to undertake that process for 
over 11 months.

“Just to draw comparison, the 
Municipal Conflict of Interest 
Act requires that a complaint be 
brought within six weeks of being 
discovered and that it be disposed 
of within I think it’s six months,” 
Judson said.

Municipal clerk Gabrielle Le-
cuyer said Judson brought up a 
point that has already been on her 
radar.

“It would be my recommenda-
tion that we do a formal RFP for 
the services of an Integrity Com-
missioner, if that is council’s wishes 
as a whole,” Lecuyer said.

By Merna Emara
Staff Writer
memara@fortfrances.com

The Rainy River District 
School Board (RRDSB) unan-
imously voted in a special 
board meeting on Jan. 27, 
2022, to not renew the part-
nership agreement with the 
Christian Parents’ Association 
(CPA), over an agreement vi-
olation.

The violation involved the 
CPA’s initiation of a private 
secondary school program 
operated by the association 
within the Sturgeon Creek 
Alternative Program (SCAP) 
building, a press release is-
sued by the RRDSB states.

SCAP came into existence 
in 1978, starting with a part-
nership with the local Men-
nonite community and later 
a partnership with the CPA. 
A subsequent partnership be-
tween the school board and 
SCAP began in the 1980s 
when both the school board 
and CPA provided elemen-
tary and secondary schooling 
to students within the SCAP 
program. Since the SCAP is 
an annex to both Sturgeon 
Creek School and the Rainy 
River High School, it is not 
recognized by the Ministry 
of Education as a school on 
its own.

However, the partnership 
between the school board 
and CPA prohibits the as-
sociation from creating an 
adjacent program to the one 
funded and provided by the 
school board.

Raymond Roy, board chair, 
said in an interview with the 
Times that the school board 
learned of the violation in 
August 2021, after they had 
agreed in May 2021 to a 
request by the CPA Board to 
extend the SCAP agreement 
by one year.

“There’s no animosity,” 
Roy said. “We’ve had a good 
partnership with the CPA for 
about 40 years where we’ve 
provided both elementary 

and secondary programs at 
the Sturgeon Creek Alterna-
tive Program. The CPA has 
chosen to start a private sec-
ondary school in the building, 
and we respect that choice.”

On the basis of the agree-
ment extension request, 
a press release states, the 
RRDSB hired staff for the 
one-year extension requested 
by CPA, trusting the commit-
ment communicated by the 
CPA board.

“The [RRDSB] then saw a 
sudden and dramatic decline 
in secondary student enrol-
ment within SCAP,” the press 
release states.  “This signifi-
cant decrease of enrolment 
subsequently impacted the 
RRDSB’s funding for SCAP 
and the board, as a whole. In 
addition to coming without 
warning from CPA, the initia-
tion of a new school program 
within the building violated 
the agreement between the 
CPA and the board.”

The CPA issued a state-
ment following an in-camera 
meeting last night. The CPA 
board said the agreement ter-
mination announcement was 
unexpected. They said the 
CPA board was under the im-
pression that negotiation with 
the RRDSB would continue 
until the current agreement 
was signed.   

The CPA board explained 
in the statement that they 
have expressed their desire 
to the school board to claim 
another classroom in the CPA 
building to offer online learn-
ing for secondary students 
who were choosing that line 
of study this year. The CPA 
board said a verbal agree-
ment was reached, but it was 
never reflected in the written 
contract.

The dramatic decline in 
secondary student enrolment 
within SCAP was also a sur-
prise to the CPA board, they 
said in the statement.

“Despite the sudden end 
to the partnership, the CPA 
Board has appreciated the 
good working relationship 
it has experienced with the 
RRDSB and is thankful for 
their support through the 
years,” the CPA board said in 
the statement. 

Roy said that it had been 
the board’s hope that this 
partnership would continue. 
However, he said, this was 
not to be and that they fol-
lowed the requirement of 
having to notify the CPA with 
the agreement termination.

“This decision was not 
made lightly,” Roy explained 
in the press release. “These 
events, unfortunately, have 
given the board grave con-
cern about further risk, the 
subsequent viability of the 
Sturgeon Creek Alternative 
Program, and the strength 
of our partnership going for-
ward. This is why the part-
nership will not be renewed 
and must come to an end.”

To avoid the interruption 
of the students’ learning pro-
cess, Roy said the agreement 
will remain in effect until 
June 22, 2022. After that, 
the board said they invite 
parents to enrol their chil-
dren at a RRDSB school.

“There are still approxi-
mately 60 elementary stu-
dents in the building,” Roy 
said. “And we’re absolutely 
committed to making sure 
that they have a good school-
ing experience up until the 
end of June.”

Chamber offers Family 
Day activities, prizes

Town forecasts possible 
increase in legal budget

RRDSB terminates 
agreement with the CPA

  “There’s no animosity...The CPA 
has chosen to start a private sec-
ondary school in the building, and 
we respect that choice.”

- Raymond Roy

Kenora-Rainy River MPP Greg Rickford was 
in Fort Frances for two days this week, with 
a series of funding announcements from the 
Northern Ontario Heritage Fund. One of 
the key pieces was $2.6 million for an ex-
pansion at St. Mary Catholic School.  Other 
announcements included $1.7 million to 
renovate and expand the Memorial Sports 

Centre with most of the funding going to-
wards a new pool project, $466,125 to build 
an extension to the Fort Frances Senior Cen-
tre, $376,995 to renovate and upgrade the 
Sorting Gap Marina docks, and $148,500 to 
renovate and upgrade the Fort Frances Mu-
nicipal Airport. For more, see A3.

-Allan Bradbury photo

Expanding horizons


