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The Kenora District Municipal Association (KDMA) is against proposed redistricting 
 

The Federal Electoral Boundaries Commission for Ontario (“Commission”) released its proposed 
redistribution of federal riding boundaries in August 2022 and as proposed Northern Ontario would lose a 
seat in the House of Commons under the redistribution. The proposed distribution would combine most of 
the population of the existing Kenora and Thunder Bay—Rainy River ridings into Kenora—Thunder Bay—
Rainy River and would create the new riding of Kiiwetinoong—Mushkegowuk, a large and sparsely 
populated far north riding spanning from the Manitoba to Quebec border. 
 
The KDMA believes the proposed redistribution fails to recognize the economic, historic, and cultural 
distinctions across Northwestern Ontario and the separation of interests between the City of Thunder Bay 
and the other, smaller communities in the region, this belief is reinforced by published research from the 
Northern Policy Institute that confirmed that the Kenora and Rainy River districts are in a distinct 
economic region from Thunder Bay, and these districts generally fall into separate Indigenous treaty 
territories. 
 
The KDMA is gravely concerned by the loss of representation for Northern Ontario in the proposed 
redistribution and is of the view that 10 seats ought to be reserved for the north to account for its 
geographic, economic, social diversity, and as part of a broader commitment to reconciliation. 
  
The KMDA is of the view that by combining most of the existing Kenora and Thunder Bay—Rainy River 
ridings, the Commission will further erode effective representation for the smaller centres and rural and 
outlying communities, particularly when such vast rural areas are placed in a riding with a large urban 
population like the City of Thunder Bay. We are also concerned that the proposed map separates 
communities of similar interest, need, and economy from one another – in particular by placing the 
communities in the Red Lake area in a separate riding from those in the Kenora, Dryden, and Fort 
Frances areas and by unnecessarily separating Treaty #3 First Nations from one another across electoral 
boundaries. 
 
The KDMA is concerned that the proposed riding map for the Northwest fails to account for the vast 
geography of the region and the economic, historic, political, and demographic differences across the 
region. The current proposal creates boundaries for the purpose of adhering to a population formula 
without fully accounting for the unique geographic, industrial, and cultural realities of northern 
communities and their different community interests. 

 
We are of the view that the Commission should recommend that “exceptional circumstances” apply to 
more than one riding in the Northwest to justify deviating from the per-riding population target if it is 
necessary to achieve an appropriate electoral map that reflects the needs and concerns described in the 
previous paragraphs.  
 
We encourage the public to participate in upcoming sessions and public open houses.  
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